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BY THE GRACE OF GOD

Notes on a NinetY Year HistorY

In  t he  Ewen ty  cen t ,u r i es  o f  Ehe  Chr i s t i an  h i sLo ry ,

n ine ty  yea rs  i s  noE  a  pa r t i cu la r l y  l ong  t ime .  Neve r -
t he less ,  t haE  i s  t he  exEen t  o f  t he  h i s ro ry  o f  G race

Church.  And for  these n inety years,  v te are thankfu l .
Fa i t h fu l  t o  a  so l i d  Lu t ,he ran  t rad i t i on  and  yeE  eage r

to be re levant  Eo each neld generat ion,  Grace Church
sEands  today  as  a  cong regaE ion  o f  600  sou l s ,  f ed  by

the  Word  o f  God  and  ded i caEed  to  be  God ' s  chosen  i n -
s t . r umen t  i n  Ehe  wor ld .  These  t t no tes t t  a re  penned  to

hetp us appreciate Ehe past  Ehat  we may underst .and the
present  arrd enter  wi th wisdom inEo the future.

THE BEGINNING

l , Iaynesboro in  1893 l ras a very smal l  town.  In facE,  i f

i t  we re  no t  f o r  Bas i c  C i t y ,  Ehe  o the r  ne ighbo r i ng  town
a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  ( s i n c e  j o i n e d  t o g e t h e r  p o l i t i c a l l y ) ,

the populat ion n inety years ago would hard ly  have been

wor th  no t i ng .  Neve r the less ,  Ehe re  we re  Lu the rans  1 i v -
i ng  " i n  Eown"  who  des i red  se rv i ces  i n  t own .  Thus ,  t he

seed for  Grace Church was sown and a c lue Eo under-

s tand ing  ou r  h i s to ry  i s  t o  see  how the  P rocess  o f
urbanizat . ion af fected i ts  growEh.

Beth lehem Church at  Ladd was served at  the t ime by the

Rev .  J .  E .  Schenck
sard the future,
serv icest t in  towrr l
members - on Nov-
the  m iss ion  i n
v i ces  t he  f i r s t .

as  pasEor .  I { e  co r recE lY
heeded the request  for

and -  wi th ten char ter
ember  24 ,  1893 ,  began

l l aynesbo ro .  The  se r -
two years were held Sun-

day  a fEe rnoons  i n  a  Bap t i s r  Chu rch  on  Oh io  SEree t .

The  nex t  yea r  p rope rEy  was  pu rchased  ( f o r  $2001 )  a t

Eleventh and Wayne and construct ion \ i tas begun on a

chu rch  bu i l d i ng .  Ph i l l i p  K i1 l i an ,  a  t r us tee  o f  t he

par ish,  was the contracEor and the cornersEone vras

la id on September 24,  1894.  Only the basemenL was

bui l t  and for  s ix  years th is  basemenE "chapel t t  was Ehe

place of  meet ing as Grace Church cont inued to be serv-

ed  by  t he  pas to rs  o f  Be th lehem cong regaE ion ,  t he  Revs .



FIRMLY PLANTED

A no tab le  yea r  f o r  t he  cong rega t i on  \ das  1901 .  Tha t
was the year  the church bui ld ing was completed and wi th
the  coming  o f  t he  Rev .  E .C .  C ronk ,  Grace  Church  had  i t s

E.  A.  Shenk
The mother
gave the
and benches.
a smal l  organ.

J .  F .  B ruch  and
(  1 9 1  1 - 1 5  )

and W. R.  Brown.
congregat  ion

f i r s t  pu lp i t
The re  was  a l so

J .  G .  Gra i chen
( 1 9 0 7 - 1 1 )

E .  L .  R i t c h i e
(L9L6-22)

E a s C e r
great  day

t o  b e
H a r o l d

member of
gain ing a

f i r s t  f u l l - t ime  res iden t  pas to r .
Sunday ,  Ap r i l  7 ,  1901 ,  was  the
o f  ded i ca t i on .  The  f i r s t  i n fan t
bapt ised in  the new church was
K i l l i an  Henke l ,  s t i l l  a  f a i t h fu l
Ehe par ish.  The congregat ion was

Y.  Von A.  R iser
(  1e03-06 )

f i rm foothold in  Waynesboro.  Each ner i r  year  brought
new st rength,  a l though Ehe growth was s low dur ing the
p a s t o r a t e s  o f  t h e  R e v s . :

Neve r the less ,  t r ad i t i ons  we re  be ing  es tab l i shed ;
loyal ty  Eo a Lutheran her i tage and devot ion to music
i n  t he  se rv i ce  o f  t he  Gospe l .  I n  1900 ,  Grace  Church
became a  m iss ion  o f  t he  V i rg in ia  Synod  and  i t s  l oya l t y
to th is  synod and i ts  successors has not  swerved.

Two i tems in the ear ly  h is tory of  the congregat ion
shou ld  be  no ted  abou t  chu rch  mus i c .  Fo r  one ,  t he
church ear ly  had an organ.  Indeed,  Grace Church was
the  p roud  possesso r  o f  t . he  f i r s t  p i pe  o rgan  i n
l laynesboro,  made avai lable in  no smal l  measure by the
interest  and g i f ts  of  Andrew Carnegie,  the noted

Amer i can  ph i l an th rop i s t ,  t h rough  the  coope ra t i on  o f
Car l  Barckhof f r  so organ maker res idenL in Waynes-
bo ro .  L i kew ise ,  Pas to r  B ruch ,  be ing  a  Ea len ted
mus ic ian  h imse l f ,  d i r ec ted  a  cho i r  and  o rgan i zed  an
orchestra which \ ,vas a lso a good par t  of  t .he youth

ac t i v i t y  o f  t he  day .

Past .or  Bruch and h is  fami ly  were the f i rs t  ones to

l ive in  the parsonage bui l t  next  to  the church '  The

lo t  was  pu rchased  i n  1907  and  the  house  f i r s r  occup ied

i n  1 9 1 2 .

AN IMPORTANT NOTE

I t  should be noEed Ehat  laymen played a sLrong par t  in

the  l eade rsh ip  o f  t he  cong rega t i on  f r om ea r l i es t

days.  Many of  the names prominenE in the f i rs t

decades  -  Ca r r ,  Eas t ,  F rye ,  Henke l ,  Ke i se r ,  Ko ine r ,

Moye r ,  Robe r t son ,  and  Watson  -  s t i l l  have  re la t i ves  i n

the  cong rega t i on .  O the r  names ,  such  as  E1y '  F reed ,

Landes  and  Re id ,  came  a  b i t  l a te r ,  a l ong  w i th  o the rs

s t i l l  a c E i v e  i n  t h e  p a r i s h  l i f e .  L i k e w i s e ,  t h e  t a l -

ents of  L. .  H.  Helms,  who made and carved the furn ish-

i ngs  fo r  t he  comp le ted  f i r s t  chu rch ,  shou ld  be  no ted .

Th i s  t r ad i t i on  -  o f  s t rong  l ay  l eade rsh ip  and  use  o f

personal  ta lents -  has been evident  through the years.

THE MINISTRY OF CHARLES F. STECK

T h e  p a s t o r a t e  o f  t h e  R e v .  D r .  C h a r l e s  F .  S t e c k ,  S r . ,

was  no tab le  i n  manv  respec ts .  Fo r  one  th ing ,  i t  q tas

and is  the  longes t  pas tora te ;  1923 th rough
1934. I ts length and Ehe experience of
this vet.eran pastor brought a certain
s tab i l i t y  to  the  s t rugg l ing  congregat ion .
During this t ime, the church bui lding was
remodeled and several  t radi t ions of worship
-  inc luding the wear ing of  a pulp i t  robe and vestments

by the choi r  and Ehe use of  var ied colored paraments -

hrere inEroduced.  L ikewise,  dur ing th is  Eime,  the

annual  Vacat ion Church School  was begun,  s t rengthening

an  a l ready  s t rong  t rad i t i on  o f  Ch r i s t i an  educa t i on

among us.  Dr .  Steck came to Waynesboro f rom Wash-

ington in  Ig23 and spent  Ehe f ina l  years of  h is

m in i s t r y  he re .  Du r i ng  the  ea r l y  t h i r t i es  -  t he



depress ion  years  h is  hea l th  b roke .  H ' r "
s o n ,  t h e  R e v .  C .  F .  S E e c k ,  J r . , ,  l i v i n g
wi rh  h is  fa ther ,  m in is te red  here  f ro rn  1934-36.

ON TOWARD FIFTY YEARS

The process  o f  u rban iza t ion  and indus t r ia l i za t ion  had
cont inued over the years and Grace Church grew with
the  c i ty .  The Rev.  A l f red  R.  Shumate  was pas tor  f rom
t937
in
Grace
by the
res ig -
pas to r

ANOTHER SEED IS SOWN
The Rev.  Robert  J .  Schenck
the congregat ion on January
h i s  pas to ra te ,  t he  f ac t
f ac i l i t i es  t o  ca r r y  on  a
program became increasingly
to do? Remodel and expand

became past ,or  of
1 ,  L944 .  Du r i ng

of  inadequate
growing par ish

evident .  What
on the present

unt i l  leaving for  the army chapla incy
1943 .  He  $ ras  ho ld ing  se rv i ce  a t
Church when Pearl Harbor was bombed
Japanese .  A f te r  Pas to r  Shumate rs

nat ion Grace was wi thout  a regular
fo r  a  pe r i od  o f  e i ghE  mon ths .  Fo r  a

wh i l e  sem ina r i an  K .  Y .  Hudd le  conduc ted  se rv i ces  on
Sunday  morn ing .  LaEer  h i s  b ro the r ,  L i eu tenan t  pau l
I l udd le ,  r ece i ved  h i s  d i scha rge  f rom the  a rmy ,  hav ing
se rved  as  chap la in  i n  t ha t  b ranch  o f  t he  se rv i ce ,  and
served as supply pastor  of  Grace Church unt i l  a
regu la r  m in i sEe r  was  ca l l ed .  I n  t he  sun rmer  o f  L937 ,
the church steeple was st ruck by l ightn ing.  The
damage  was  so  seve re  t haE  i t  cou ld  be  rep laced  on l y  by
a  s imp le  coppe r  c ross .

The  go lden  ann i ve rsa ry  o f  t he  pa r i sh  was  ce leb ra ted  on
November 25,  L943,  wi th the Rev.  J .  R.  Brokhof f  of
Roanoke as anniversary preacher.  In  f i f ty  years the
congregat ion had grown f rom 10 to 240 conf i rmed mem-
bers,  40 of  whom were in  the armed forces th i .s  wart ime.

@
s i t e?  Or ,  move  to  a  recen t l y  acqu i red  t r i angu la r  l oE
on  Rosse r  Ave . ,  sou th  o f  l " l a i n  S t ree t?  Fo r  l ack  o f
f unds ,  t i t t l e  p rog ress  was  made ,  buE  d reams  r {e re
planted.  Pastor  Schenckr  s  f ive-year  pastorate was
noteworthy for  i ts  serv ice to the conununi ty :  He
served as chapla in to the pr isoners of  war at  Sherando
(who,  out  of  grat i tude to Lhe church,  gave a beaut i -
fu l ly  decorated a l - tar  used in the Sunday School

assemb ly  ha11 )  and  as  an  i ns t ruc to r  bo th  aE  Fa i r f ax
Ha l1  and  the  F i shbu rne  M i l i t a r y  Schoo l .
The  d ream o f  more  adequa te  f ac i l i t i es  l i nge red  du r i ng
the pastorate of  Lhe Rev.  Char les T.  Sardeson Q949-52)

and  f i na l l y  go t  o f f  cen te r  ea r l y  i n  t he
pas to ra te  o f  t he  Rev .  R i cha rd  A .  M i l l e r

(1es3-56) .
had caused

t roversy  o f
Eo wesE Way-

at  the Eleventh and Wayne
f i na l l y  reso l ved :  t o

nexE  pas to r ,
on  June  15 .
busy  days .
June 29 and
ed i f i ce  t ook
On September

The  dec i s i on  wh i ch
cons ide rab le  con -

whether  to move
nesbo ro  o r  s tay

Avenue s iEe $ras
move to Thi r teent .h

His  f i rs t  days  as  pas tor  were
The cornerstone \{as laid on
the  ded ica t ion  o f  the  new

place on  September  2L ,  1958.
7 ,  Ehe las t  serv ice  Idas  he ld

and Wayne.  .  The bui ld ing s i tes were exchanged and an
add i t i ona l  $6 ,000  pa id  f o r  Ehe  ne \ r  l o t .  Now p lans

moved forward and many commit tees began p lanning for
ner^r ,  adequate,  and what  would turn out  to  be outstand-
i ng ,  f ac i l i t i es  f o r  t he  g row ing  cong rega t i on .  The
l le l1s Organizat , ion was engaged Eo hr i lp  ra ise funds and
l , t i l t on  Gr igg  o f  Cha r l o t t esv i l l e  was  h i red  as  a rch i t ec t .
The s i t .e  was b lessed on Reformat ion Day L954 and the
p re l im ina ry  p lans  accep ted  i n  SepEember  1955 .  Ground
\^ras broken for  the new bui ld ing on May 26,  1957.  The
contemDorarv archi tect .ure would be Erue to Eradi t ional
needs  o f  i hu rch  bu i t d i ngs ,  ye t  obv ious l y  re levan t  t o
modern man.  This caused more than a few tongues to
\ rag and eyebrows to be ra ised,  but  as construct ion
con t i nued  -  desp i t e  a  t o rnado  wh ich  fe l l ed  t he  a rches
in December 1957 -  the new bui ld ing became an objecE
of  cormmrni ty  pr ide.

Pas to r  I , I i 11e r  l e f t  G race  Church  ea r l y  i n  1957 .  The

Rev.  James A.  Rikard rdas supply Past .or  dur ing the

inter im except  the summer of  L957 when seminar ian
Rober t  L .  Hock  was  res iden t .  D r .  R i ka rd  a l so  supp l i ed

in former years.  Dur ing th is  per iod,  t .he congregat ion
part ic ipated in  the Lutheran Evangel ism Miss ion and

over the summer f i f tv  new members were added to the
p a r i s h  r o 1 1 .

A SECOND CHURCH BUILDING IS DEDICATED
During the winter of 1958,  l '1r .  I lock was cal led as the

a r r i v i ng ,  f o l l ow ing  o rd ina t i on ,



i n  t he  o ld  bu i l d i ng ,  a  s imp le ,  humb le ,  Ye t  s t r i k i ng l y

beau t i f u l  House  o f  God .  Fo r  t hose  nu r tu red  w i th in  i cs

wa l l s ,  i t  w i l l  a lways  be  he ld  i n  ha l l owed  memory .  The

new bu i l d i ng  took  some ge t t i ng  used  to ,  buE  i t  became

wide l y  admi red  fo r  i t s  con tempora ry  w i t ness .  Aga in ,

many of  i ts  feaEures were devout ly  created by members

o f  t he  pa r i sh .

Ea r l y  i t  became ev idenE  Eha t  add i t i ona l  space

pa r t i cu la r l y  f o r  Ch r i s t i an  educa t i on  -  wou ld  be  needed

and p lans r { tere begun for  Ehe semic i rcu lar  educat ion
wing which was p lanned f rom the beginning Eo be added
t ,o t .he easL.  The o ld church was sold in  t ' larch L962

for  approximately  $4OrOOO and Ehis paved the way for

the  add i t i ona l  cons t ruc t i on .  G round  was  b roken  fo r  i t

on May 20,  1962.  Again,  painEing,  draperyrnaking,

e t c . ,  made  i t  a  f am i l y  p ro jec t  and  i t  was  ready  fo r
fo rma l  ded i ca t i on  November  24 ,  1963 .  The  Rev .  V .  A .

Moye r ,  J r .  ( now  B i shop  o f  t he  V i rg in ia  Synod )  p reached

a t  t he  ded i ca to rY  se rv i ce .

W i th  t he  new fac i l i t i es ,  G race  Church  was  f requen t l y

the scene of  both church and communi ty  meet ings.  The
L964 Convent ion of  the Vi rg in ia Synod was held in

Grace Church. Here Irtas another example of the f ine
lay  l eade rsh ip  t ha t  has  cha rac te r i zed  the  pa r i sh

through the years.  PasEor Hock had res igned at  the

c lose  o f  1963  and  the  pasEora te  was  vacan t  a t  t he  t ime

of  the convent ion.

THE MINISTRY OF GEORGE E. HANDLEY

The Rev.  George E.  Handley,  arr ived in  mid-September

o f  L 9 6 4 .
sou th
ruary
and the
as par t
of conunu-

Dur ing h is  min is t ry  Ehe 1ot  Eo Ehe

of  the church was purchased in Feb-
L965.  Furnishings for  Ehe chaPel

l ibrary-par lor  rdere added.  Also

o f  t he  cong rega t i on ' s  des i re  t o  be

n i cy  se rv i ce ,  t . he  Un i ted  Church

Nursery -  a cooperat ive project of  Church l lomen United
-  i s  housed in  our  bu i ld ing ,  p rov id ing  needed day  care
for  30  preschoo l  ch i ld ren  f i ve  days  a  week.  The to ta l

va lue  o f  the  bu i ld ings  and church  s iEe a t  th is  t ime
l ras  $ :9OrOOO.  Af te r  serv ing  ten  fa i th fu l  years ,  in
1974 he  res igned to  become Ass is tan t  to  the  Pres ident
o f  the  V i rg in ia  Synod.

ITEMS OF SPECIAL INTE,REST

Mrs.  Dorot .hea Keiser  Frankl in  served many years as
d i rec to r  o f  Ehe  ch i l d ren ts  cho i r  and  o rgan i s t  f o r  t he
8 : 3 0  A . M .  s e r v i c e .  S h e  r e t i r e d  d u r i n g  P a s t o r
Hand tey ' s  m in i s t r y .

Mrs. Ruby East Boward was recognized for
forty-six years of cont inuous service as

organ is t  and cho i r  d i rec to r  and sE i l l
serves  as  subs t i tu te  o rgan is t  a t  Grace

and other area churches.

I
I

THE LATEST CHAPTER

August  15 ,  L97t+,  Robert
past .orate at  Grace Church.
a  yea r ' s  t . r a i n i ng  a t  Ehe
dat , ion in  Topeka,  Kansas,
of  Sacred Theology degree
at Dubuque Seminary in
members of  Grace Church to

Richards began h is
H is  comp le t i on  o f

Menninger Foun-
and the Master
i n  counse l i ng

Iowa led the
bel ieve that  Ehey

J .

had the leadership they needed.

Sept .ember 25,  L976,  the Rev.  V.  A.  t loyer ,  Jr ,  a  former
member of  Grace Church,  who entered the rn in is t ry  in
1939 ,  r ^ ras  i ns ta l l ed  as  P res iden t  o f  t . he  V i rg in ia
Synod .  The  se rv i ce  v ras  he ld  a t  t he  F i r s t  BapL i s t
Church s ince rhe seat ing capaci t .y  was greater  than
tha t  o f  G race  Church .  D r .  Robe r t  J .  Marsha l l ,
P res iden t  o f  LCA,  p res ided ,  and  a  recep t i on  f o l l owed
in the fe l lowship hal l  o f  Grace Church.

Twenty years in  the new Grace Church $rere celebrated
Sep tember  L7  ,  1978  a t  a  10  :00  A . I ' { .  se rv i ce ,  a t  wh i ch
t ime  a  new dossa l  was  ded i ca ted .  S l i des  o f  i n te res t , -
i . rg  happenings of  twenty years aBo,  rnain ly  of  the

bui ld ing at  var ious phases of  construct ion,  utere shown
and have been donated to Grace Church to become a Part
o f  i t s  h i s t o r y .



November  19 ,  1978,  the  congregaL ion
burning of Lhe mortgage during the
serv ice .  C.  A .  l la rks ,  J r .  ,  the
signatory of the contract,  igni ted the

ce lebra ted  Ehe
morning worship
only surviving

document.

The sEory of  these n inety years would not  be seen
a lone  i n  bu i l d i ngs .  I t  i s  t he  l i f e  o f  t he  peop le  o f
God who gather  in  Ehe bui ld ings for  nuture and then
scat ter  for  wi tness that  counts.  Grace Church today
stands in  i ts  anniversary her i tage at  the hearE of
I , Iaynesboro,  eager to pursue iEs wi tness and serv ice in
the  Name o f  i t s  Lo rd ,  Jesus  Chr i s t .

Sher s  ageless and beaut i fu l
and so much more.

Shers there when we need her ,
whether  r ich or  poor l

Sher l l  gather  you in her  arms
and do what.ever she can;

Sher l l  protect  you and help you
and forever talce a standl

She asks l i t t le  in  return;
she wanEs only lov ing care.

She has so much love to give
and p lenty to sparel

So sing out her good works
wi th pra ises and song.

She ' s  n ine ty  yea rs  o ld
and  she r  s  s t i l l  go ing  s t rong l

She belongs to us a l l
and  she rs  a  s i gh t  t o  beho ld .

She rs  a  shephe rd  to  he r  f l ock
as she gathers us to her  fo ld l

We need her ,  we love her
as  she  s tands  ma jes t i ca l l y  i n  he r  p lace -

Shers our  beloved Lutheran Church
S h e r s  o u r  b e l o v e d  G  R  A  C  E  : :

-Peggy I"1. Jones-
1 9 8 3

TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY



A NOTE ABOUT THE LUTHERAN
CONGREGATIONS IN EAST AUGUSTA

Grace Church is the youngest of the six Lutheran
congregat ions in this part  of  Augusta County. Tr inicy
Church, which bui lding st i l1 stands a few rni les west

o f  Cr imora ,  \das  es tab l i shed in  1772 by  German se t t le rs
who emigrated down the val1ey from Pennsylvania.
Early known as Koinerr s Church, this congregaEion is
real ly the "Mother Church" of the Lutheran congrega-
t ions  in  Eas t  Augusta .  A l though the  h is to ry  o f  the
establ ishment of the other congregat ions was in no
smal1  measure  a f fec ted  by  the  docEr ina l  con t rovers ies
which swe.pt the church in the last century, most of
the congregat ions and their  present locat ions were
dictated by geographical  considerat ions z Zion Church,
jus t  nor th  o f  Waynesboro ,  in  1821. . . .Be th lehem Church ,
south  o f  Waynesboro ,  in  1854. . . .S t .  James Church  to
the west in 1881. By 1868 Trini t f f i - . . t tct t  tas aff i l i -
ated with the Synodical  Conference and Ehe oeed for a
s is te r  congregat ion  jus t  nor th  o f  the  c i ty  resu lEed in
the establ ishment in 1874 of Bethany congregat ion, not
far f rom Zion Church, a Virginia Synod congregat ion.
Bethany Church moved into Waynesboro in L925.

SONS AND DAUGHTER OF GRACE IN MINISTRY

V .  A .  M o y e r ,  J r . ,  s o n  o f  M r s .  V .  A .  M o y e r ,
Sr . ,  and the  la te  V .  A .  l " loyer ,  Sr . ,  was
born in t{aynesboro, Virginia in L920. He
att ,ended Roanoke Col lege and Southern

Seminary, is marr ied and has one son. He
served par ishes  in  Danv i l le ,  M. t .  Jackson,

Radford, Shenandoah and Winchester and is present ly
serv ing  as  B ishop o f  the  V i rg in ia  Synod.  He res ides
in Roanoke, Virginia.

Roger  K lu t t z ,  son  o f  Mr .  and  Mrs .  Cha r l es
A .  K lu t t z r  r r as  bo rn  i n  1928  i n  Waynesbo ro ,

Vi rg in ia.  I le  at tended Roanoke Col lege and
Southern Seminary.  He is  marr ied and has

th ree  sons .  He  se rved  pa r i shes  i n  B land ,
Abingdon,  Rural  Retreat  and is  present ly

pastor  of  St .  John's  Lutheran Church in  Roanoke.

P a . ,  t o
marr ied

o b t
and

Janice Mar ie Ely Lowden,  daughter  of  l " l rs .
Wes ley  (MaryE)  n l y  and  the  l a re  Wes ley

R. Ely,  r , ras born in  Waynesboro,  Vi rg in ia,
in  1956.  She graduated f rom James Madison

Univers i ty  and is  present ly  at tending the
Lutheran Theological  Seminary at  Get tsburg,

a in her  l " laster  of  Div in i ty  Degree.  She is
res ides  i n  Shephe rds town ,  Wes t  V i rg in ia .
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