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Once more Jesus 
spoke to them in 
parables, saying:  
‘The kingdom of 
heaven may be  
compared to a king 

who gave a wedding banquet for  
his son. He sent his slaves to call 
those who had been invited to the 
wedding banquet, but they would 
not come. Again he sent other  
slaves, saying, “Tell those who  
have been invited: Look, I have  
prepared my dinner, my oxen  
and my fat calves have been  
slaughtered, and everything is 
ready; come to the wedding  
banquet.” But they made light of  
it and went away, one to his farm, 
another to his business, while the 
rest seized his slaves, maltreated 
them, and killed them. The king  
was enraged. He sent his troops,  
destroyed those murderers, and 
burned their city. Then he said to  
his slaves, “The wedding is ready, 
but those invited were not  
worthy. Go therefore into the main 

streets, and invite everyone you find 
to the wedding banquet.” Those 
slaves went out into the streets and 
gathered all whom they found, both 
good and bad; so the wedding hall 
was filled with guests. 
 
‘But when the king came in to see  
the guests, he noticed a man there 
who was not wearing a wedding 
robe, and he said to him, “Friend, 
how did you get in here without a 
wedding robe?” And he was  
speechless. Then the king said to  
the attendants, “Bind him hand ‘ 
and foot, and throw him into the 
outer darkness, where there will be  
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For 
many are called, but few are chosen.’
      Matthew 22:1-14 
 
You know the old saying, "Clothes 
make the man, or the woman."   
You know how we judge others by 
their clothes, even though we try  
not to.  You know how worried we 
can become if we are not sure what 
the appropriate dress is for an  
important event.  And you know how  
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upsetting it is to arrive and find  
that you are seriously overdressed,  
or underdressed, for the occasion.   
It took me a year in this synod to  
figure out which meetings or events 
were casual, and which were  
"clerical collar recommended."   
And my first synod assembly back 
east in SC was serious culture shock.  
Suits and ties, dresses?  The voting 
members in the eastern Washington 
Idaho synod dressed up with their 
best jeans and boots!  Clothes may 
make the man or the woman, but  
actually, clothes make me anxious. 
 
So I never liked this parable much.  
Luke's version is so much nicer.   
Poor and outcast invited in when  
the wealthy are too busy to come  
to banquet.  But Matthew?  Slaves  
murdered, an all-out war in the  
middle of a wedding feast, and a  
man tossed out by the bouncers  
because he did not come in "black 
tie" formal.  What is Jesus saying 
about God?  What is Matthew trying 
to get across to his congregation?  
The ushers will toss you out if you 
aren't wearing your Sunday Best?  
That refusing to come to church 
means we'll go out and hunt you 
down?  That might improve  
attendance in our congregations.   
But Matthew, for all the instruction 
on obedience that his Gospel  
contains, has written an account full 
of the grace of God.  Always in this 
Gospel, and in the other three as well, 
by the way, God's loving invitation 
comes first. All are invited.  No test, 

no pedigree, no dues.  Matthew 
writes a gospel account to his  
congregation clearly stating that 
God's grace, God's embrace, is for  
all, freely given. Now, Matthew asks, 
how will you respond.  How will  
you live out your life as part of the 
Christian community and as one of 
God's children?  The wedding robe  
is not about what to wear to church, 
it represents what we bring to God's  
service.  How we respond to what 
God has already done for us.  How 
life in Christ is life transformed.   
 
So often over the centuries we  
Christians have read Matthew and 
his warnings of judgment and told 
ourselves that these warnings are  
for the outsiders, the unbelievers, 
those who are not saved, destined  
to be cast into outer darkness.  But 
that interpretation is not correct.  
Matthew portrays gentiles,  
foreigners, as some of the most  
righteous people in the gospel.  The 
foreign women in the genealogy of 
Jesus, the Magi from the East, the 
Roman centurion at the cross.  In 
contrast, those who are not  
practicing righteousness are often  
the most religious people, the  
teachers and leaders and elders; the 
people who know God and assume 
that what they want is therefore what 
God wants.  People who are sure God 
is on their side without asking the 
much harder question, am I on God's 
side?  According to Jesus, as told to  
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us by Matthew, we often are not on 
God's side, and must always ask  
ourselves that hard question.  Am I 
living out my calling?  Am I living  
out my baptism?   
 
I am God's child, am I acting like it?  
Will others look at me, what I say  
and what I do, and will they see 
Christ through me?  
 
You see, it really doesn't matter to 
God what we wear to church,  
because we each already wear the 
robe he has given us, the garment 
of baptism. We have been clothed 
with Christ and are now invited to 
come to his holy banquet.  Matthew 
reminds his congregation, and us; 
wear your robe joyfully, cheerfully, 
eagerly, so that all can see it.  
Clothe yourselves with the  
righteousness of Christ, not with 
avoidance of his call or grudging  
and resentful obedience that does  
not come from the heart.  You have 
your robe.  All is prepared.  Come  
to the banquet of our Lord.  Black  
tie not required. 
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Highlights of  Congregation Council  
July 19, 2022 

 
 
 

 Correspondence – Augusta Health is looking for hospice volunteers. 
 

 Financial Report is looking better.  Ron reports only ($736) deficit for 
June.  This is the last month for parking lot donations.  Balance will go to 
“Capital Improvement” fund.  The T & M fund has a balance of $22,063.52. 

   

 Covid has risen again.  Back to mask wearing for the congregation. 
 

 Marge Cloutier reports that Summit Square is so happy for the                                 
flowers donated. 

 

 Bob Barrette reports that the Strategic Plan Team is meeting during the 
summer.  There will be five (5) strategic priority planning teams activated 
this fall with the goal to plan for the future and to include new ideas. 

 

 August 21st will be the first Sunday Pastor Pingel is back! 
 

 Our refugee family is getting Covid tests and vaccines. 
 

 Committee assignments for new council members will be as follows: 
 

  Jack Eckstrom – Communication 
  Bob Barrette – Mission Endowment 
  Karen Walck – Mission Outreach 
  Stephen Van Stee – Technology 
  Susan Myers – Worship & Music 
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Update on the Mmeswa/Madawa family: 
  
Our family and Welcome Team have continued  
to be incredibly busy. The oldest son and the  
baby have just had birthdays in the last few  
days. The mom has changed her English class  
to a computer-based class with several other 
women from a variety of countries. Health  
checkups and COVID vaccinations have been 
completed. We are working on obtaining DMV 
identification cards for the adults, and the  
men’s work hours have been increased.  
They’ve done a “tour” on the Brite bus to learn  
a little more about how to get around town  
and the children continue learning to ride  
their bikes. 

  
Financial education is also being provided and has included setting up  
bank accounts, learning how to use their accounts and debit cards, and  
budgeting and keeping track of their finances. The team is trying to figure  
out economical ways for them to purchase groceries and other needs,  
particularly for fish and goat meat.  The children play and learn almost  
daily with our volunteers and their children, as we work to prepare them  
for starting school next month. 
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In the Pastor’s absence, if you need any type of support 
or are facing a crisis, please contact Church Council President, 
Robin Crowder (540.476.0180) or other members of Church 
Council.  (The Council Person of the Week is listed with the 
week’s worship assistants in the bulletin.) 
 
Have you noticed that the Dossal behind the altar is not  
dragging on the floor? A big thank you to Amy Warren and  
Lisa Gray for  hem m ing it so it no longer  touches  
the floor.  
 
Food Pantries - Thanks, and Continuing Need—Many 
thanks to  those who have donated Peanut Butter,  
Mac ‘n Cheese, Personal Hygiene items, and Dried Rice and 
Beans to our local food banks.  We have made twenty-seven  
deliveries thus far, twelve to Main Street United Methodist,  
and fifteen to Calvary United Methodist, Stuarts Draft, with  
the donations gratefully received in the midst of great need. 
Overall, we have given well over 2865 pounds of food!  
If you can help, please donate to our box set inside the office  
door for you to drop off. 
 
Grace Women’s Book Group—Please join us on Wednesday, 
September 21, to have lunch, fellowship, and discussion of the 
book, “Before We Were Yours”, by Lisa Wingate. It’s a book of 
historical fiction exposing the sinister work of the Tennessee 
Children’s Home Society and the children impacted by it.  All 
women are welcome.  We will meet for lunch at 11:30 at a  
restaurant to be announced later. Contact Kathy Bump with any 
questions. 
 
Saturday mornings, August 6 and September 10, Grace and  
Zion Lutheran Churches will be teaming together for two area 
home repair projects.  We have worked with Renewing Homes in 
the past; they provide supplies, most tools and skilled leadership.  
If you are interested in helping with one or both projects, please 
let me know. I can be reached at email jerrykite@ntelos.net  
or cell number 540-910-3372. We will be providing additional 
information as it becomes available. 
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Quilting for Lutheran World Relief—Grace will hold a  
quilting day on Saturday, September 10th, from 10-2 in the  
Fellowship Hall.  This is the annual ELCA God’s Work/Our  
Hand’s weekend.  Bring a bag lunch and plan on quilting  
and fellowship.  We will have sewing machines and the  
essentials to make it a fun and productive day.    
 
Our regular day of quilting will be Tuesdays, starting  
September 13, in the Fellowship Hall starting at 9:30 a.m.  
Quilting experience is not necessary.  Our quilts are basic  
squares and hand tied. We are in need of cotton quilting  
material so if you have some you would like to donate, we  
would gladly accept it. We are excited to resume quilting  
after an extended COVID break.   
 
We have been asked if anyone would like to join Bethany  
Lutheran Church for their LWR Quilting project.  They meet  
at Bethany the 3rd Saturday of every month from 10 -2.  
Everyone brings a bag lunch. 
 
If you have any questions or need more information, please  
contact Gwen Kite or Amy Warren. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For the year, actual receipts are below budget and actual disbursements are  
at budget resulting in a deficit of $736. 

Comparison to Prior Year: 

Financial Barometer 

Actual 

2021 

Actual 

2022 
Difference 

Total Budget Receipts YTD $147,165 $146,580 ($585) 

Total Budget Disbursed YTD $142,111 $147,316 $5,205 

 $5,054 ($736) ($5,790) 

Budget Barometer 

June 2022 
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Summer Schedule  

Strategic Planning Committee 
 
 
The Strategic Planning Team will continue to meet during the summer. 
 
We have selected Five (5) Strategic Priority Planning Goals and Teams: 
 
Worship/Music Team 
 

Goal: Celebrate  worship that is Christ-centered, creative, and accessible 
in ways that inspire people as they are sent forth into the world. 

 
Congregational Support Team 
 

Goal: Develop a supportive congregational life for  new  people 
and all members. 

 
Discipleship/Learning Team 
 

Goal: Equip and encourage people for  living their  faith in daily 
life. 

 
Parish Life Team 
 

Goal: Support children and their  fam ilies - in congregational life  
and neighborhoods. 

 
Outreach/Social Ministry Team 
 

Goal: Em brace and assist people living w ith social and  
economic needs. 

 
We are planning to activate the five Strategic Priority Teams in September  
of 2022.  Each Priority Team will have five (5) to six (6) members from the 
Congregation. Each team will develop plans and strategies designed to  
achieve its assigned goals. 
 
You will be hearing more about our efforts throughout the summer! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

31 

Eighth 

Sunday of 

Pentecost 
 

10:00 a.m. 

Service of  

Holy  

Communion 

Pastor Karen 

Van Stee 
 

10:50 a.m. 

Coffee  

Fellowship  

via Zoom 

1 

 

 

2 

 

3 
 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Group 

(Chapel) 
 
 

Noon 
Strategic 
Planning 

Committee 
(Conference 

Room) 

4 

 

 

8:30 a.m. 

Grace Walkers 

 

12:30 p.m. 

Bridge Club 

(Fellowship 

Hall) 

 

 

6:00 p.m. 

CCE&J Group  

Zoom Meeting  

5 

 

 

6 

 

11:00 

a.m. 

Yoga 

(Fellowship 

Hall) 

7 

Ninth 

Sunday 

After  

Pentecost 
 

10:00 a.m. 

Service of  

Holy  

Communion 

 Mark 

Radecke 
 

10:50 a.m. 

Coffee  

Fellowship  

via Zoom 

8 

 

 

9 

 

 

First Day 

of School 

10 
 

 
 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Group 

(Chapel) 

11 

 

8:30 a.m. 

Grace Walkers 

 

12:30 p.m. 

Bridge Club 

(Fellowship 

Hall) 

 

 

 

 

6:00 p.m. 

CCE&J Group  

Zoom Meeting  

12 

 

13 

 

 

 

11:00 

a.m. 

Yoga 

(Fellowship 

Hall) 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

14 

 

Tenth 

Sunday 

After  

Pentecost 

 

10:00 a.m. 

Service of  

Holy  

Communion 

Pastor  

Karen Van 

Stee 

 

10:50 a.m. 

Coffee  

Fellowship  

via Zoom 

 

11:00 a.m. 

Worship at 

Barren 

15 

 

 

16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 p.m. 

Council 

(Conference 

Room and 

Zoom) 

17 
 

 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Group 

(Chapel) 

18 

 

8:30 a.m. 

Grace  

Walkers 

 

 

12:30 p.m. 

Bridge Club 

(Fellowship 

Hall) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00 p.m. 

CCE&J 

Group  

Zoom  

Meeting  

19 

 

 

20 

 

11:00 a.m. 

Yoga 

(Fellowship 

Hall) 

 

 

11:00 a.m. 

Prayer Vigil 

for Racial 

Reconcil. 

(Constitution 

Park) 

 

 

1:00 p.m. 

VMA Open 

House 
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 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
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Eleventh 

Sunday 

After  

Pentecost 
 

10:00 a.m. 

Service of  

Holy  

Communion 

Pastor Paul 

Pingel 
 

10:50 a.m. 

Coffee  

Fellowship  

via Zoom 
 

3:00 p.m. 

Book Group 

for Women  

22 23 

 

24 
 
 
 

 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Group 

(Chapel) 
 

25 

 

 

8:30 a.m. 

Grace  

Walkers 

 

12:30 p.m. 

Bridge Club 

(Fellowship 

Hall) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00 p.m. 

CCE&J Group  

Zoom  

Meeting  

26 

 

 

27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11:00 a.m. 

Yoga 

(Fellowship 

Hall) 

 

28 

 

Twelfth 

Sunday 

After  

Pentecost 

 

10:00 a.m. 

Service of  

Holy  

Communion 

Pastor Paul 

Pingel 

 

10:50 a.m. 

Coffee  

Fellowship  

via Zoom 

29 

 

 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30 
 

 

 
 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Group 

(Chapel) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Round 
Tables 

(Fellowship 
Hall) 

31 

 

8:30 a.m. 

Grace Walkers 

 

 

 

 

12:30 p.m. 

Bridge Club 

(Fellowship 

Hall) 

 

 

 

6:00 p.m. 

CCE&J Group  

Zoom Meeting  

1 

 

 

2 

 

 

11:00 a.m. 

Yoga 

(Fellowship 

Hall) 



  

 

August 7 August 14 August 21 August 28 

Preaching &  

Presiding 

Pastor Mark 

Radecke 
 

Altar Flowers 

Pat Giesen 
 

Altar Guild 

Kathy Meicke 
 

 

Assisting  

Minister 

Robin Crowder 
 

Communion  

Assistants 

Cathy Crowder 

Linda Meyer 
 

Council Person  

of the Week 

Nancy Schwiesow 
 

Covid Monitor 

Carolyn Hite 
 

Offering  

Stewards 

Jean Morgan 

David Proctor 
 

Ushers 

Ron Almarode 

Lee Lynch 

Preaching &  

Presiding 

Pastor Karen  

Van Stee 
 

Altar Flowers 

Rew & Karen Walck 
 

Altar Guild 

Susan Myers 

Gloria Nelson 
 

Assisting  

Minister 

Brian Lundstrom 
 

Communion  

Assistants 

Ron Almarode 

Karen Walck 
 

Council Person  

of the Week 

Andrew Sell 
 

Covid Monitor 

Gail Johnson 
 

Offering  

Stewards 

Pat Brady 

David Proctor 
 

Ushers 

Fred Biggers 

David Proctor 

Preaching &  

Presiding 

Pastor Paul  

Pingel 
 

Altar Flowers 

Steve & Karen Van Stee 
 

Altar Guild 

Jean Morgan 

 
 

Assisting  

Minister 

Susan Myers 
 

Communion  

Assistants 

Kathy Bump 

Karen Walck 
 

Council Person  

of the Week 

Bob Barrette 
 

Covid Monitor 

Jean Morgan 
 

Offering  

Stewards 

Jean Morgan 

David Proctor 
 

Ushers 

Jack Eckstrom 

Jim Nelson 

Preaching &  

Presiding 

Pastor Paul  

Pingel 
 

Altar Flowers 

Jim & Gloria Nelson 
 

Altar Guild 

Cathy Firkin 

Jane Stein 
 

Assisting  

Minister 

Cathy Crowder 
 

Communion  

Assistants 

Marsha Howard 

Gloria Nelson 
 

Council Person  

of the Week 

Fred Biggers 
 

Covid Monitor 

Karen Walck 
 

Offering  

Stewards 

Pat Brady 

Robin Crowder 
 

Ushers 

Gail Johnson 

Jerry Kite 
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08/01  LizAnn Binns 08/07  Flossie Myers 08/09  Emily Almarode 

08/13  Zander Bandy 08/20  Kelly Rankin 08/23  Chris Carper 

08/02  Steve Jones 08/05  Landon Lynch 08/07  Paige Smith 

08/08 Flossie Myers 08/09  David Proctor 08/11  Donna Marshall 

08/16  Cathy Firkin 08/25  Robin Crowder 08/25  Jack Eckstrom 

08/26  Jimmy Owens 08/29  Tom Carper  
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Nursing Home,  
Assisted Living and  

Homebound Members 

 

  

Genevieve Arneson 

220 Adventure Trail 

Waynesboro, VA  22980 

LizAnn Binns 

The Legacy  

1410a North Augusta Street 

Apartment 3027 

Staunton, VA  24401 

Maribeth Faivre 

Summit Square 
501 Oak Avenue, Apt. 130 
Waynesboro, VA  22980  

Sandra Hoy 

Choice Healthcare, Room 210 

1221 Rosser Avenue 

Waynesboro, VA 22980 

Imogene Hull 
Regency Senior Living 

43 Pinnacle Drive, Room 101 

Fishersville, VA  22939  

Phyllis Kite 

Summit Square 
501 Oak Avenue, Room 9 
Waynesboro, VA  22980  

Bob Knemoller 

Summit Square 
501 Oak Avenue, Apt. AL-13 

Waynesboro, VA  22980  

Glenn and Flossie Myers 
144 Patton Farm Road,  

Apt. E107 
Stuarts Draft, VA  24477  

Ingrid Sevigny 

Regency at Augusta 

43 Pinnacle Drive 

Fishersville, VA  22939 

Carolyn Shields 

Brightview 

21 Woodlee Road, Apt. 331 

Staunton, VA  24401 

https://goo.gl/maps/5n6kpoVEN9d8z2J8A
https://goo.gl/maps/5n6kpoVEN9d8z2J8A
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Members of Grace  

Congregational Council 

 
Robin Crowder, President (540-476-0180) 

Nancy Schwiesow, Vice-President (301-943-0888) 

Bob Barrette (434-760-4419) 

Fred Biggers (434-981-1954) 

Jack Eckstrom (240-344-3176) 

Jean Morgan (540-649-4422) 

Susan Myers (434-760-1660) 

Andrew Sell (612-695-8361) 

Stephen Van Stee (540-325-0772) 

Karen Walck (765-480-9920) 

Ron Almarode, Treasurer 
Vivian Proctor, Secretary 

Donna Marshall, Assistant Treasurer 
Charles Goodrich, Financial Secretary 

 
 

Rev. Paul Pingel, Pastor—Email:  pastorpingel@gmail.com 

Mike Myers, Organist, Director of Music—Email:  mickhdking@aol.com 

Nancy Dowdy, Administrative Secretary 

Email:  Grace.lc@comcast.net 
 

 

Office Hours: 8:00—11:30 a.m. and 12:30—2:30 p.m.,  

Monday-Thursday  Closed Friday 

 

facebook.com/gelc.elca twitter.com/gelc_elca 

youtube.com/GraceEvangelicalLutheranChurchWaynesboro 

Internet:  www.gracewaynesboro.org  

Telephone:  540.949.6171  
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Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
500 South Wayne Avenue 
Waynesboro, VA 22980 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Paul Pingel 

Pastor 

 

Nancy Dowdy 

Administrative Secretary 

 

Mike Myers 

Director of Music & Organist 

 

Church Office Hours 
 

Mon–Thu:  8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.  

(Lunch  11:30 – 12:30 p.m.) 

Friday:  CLOSED 

facebook.com/gelc.elca 

twitter.com/gelc_elca 

instagram.com/gelc.waynesboro 

flickr.com/gracewaynesboro 

youtube.com/GraceEvangelicalLutheranChurchWaynesboro 

 

www.gracewaynesboro.org 

E: Grace.lc@comcast.net 

T: 540.949.6171 


