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The First Sunday of 

the New Year, we 

have the conclusion  

of the Christmas  

Story – which we  

find not in Luke’s gospel, which  

contains all the familiar Christmas 

symbols, the manger, the  

shepherds, the heavenly host  

singing “Glory to God in the  

highest,” – but in Matthew’s  

Christmas story, Matthew 2:1-27.  

Take a look at the story if you  

haven’t read it lately. 

 

The Magi do not find Jesus in a  

manger, like we often find depicted 

in manger scenes across the  

country and world, but they find  

Jesus in a house, at some time after 

Jesus was born.  Joseph and Mary 

couldn’t find room at the Inn, but 

perhaps found an “Airbnb!” 

 

The detail on which the story turns  

is the Magi’s visit to Jerusalem.  The 

first words spoken by a person in 

Matthew’s gospel are the words of  

the Magi as they enter Jerusalem.  

Martin Luther speaks often in his  

reflections on the Christmas story 

that Jerusalem, the “holy city”, the 

location of the Temple, would be  

the place where anyone might  

expect the Messiah to be.  The Wise 

Men thought the same.  But when  

the Magi ask “where is the child who 

has been born king,” Jerusalem, and 

its king Herod, are frightened!  

Afraid.  Of a baby.  The one we know 

that’s been born in a manger.  The 

little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Frank Honeycutt, in his book 95 
Protheses – Appendages and  
Musings for the Body of Christ  
in Transition, quotes Danish  
theologian Soren Kierkegaard from 
over 150 years ago, who says this 
about the wise men following a star, 
and the scribes, following a fearful 
king and quoting prophecies: “Who 
had more truth [the wise men, or  
the scribes]? Those who followed  
a rumor, or those who remained  
sitting, satisfied with all their 
knowledge?” 
 

In another New Year, we will hear 

again the old, old story of Jesus  

and his love.  The challenge for us  

as followers of Christ – as  

Christians – is whether we remain 

seated, satisfied that the old, old  

story is frozen in time in the  

manger, or even in the story of  

dying Jesus on the cross for us,  

long, long ago.  Or do we strain to  

follow the rumor of God continuing  

to do a new thing in this world and  

in the midst of all the things WE  

are afraid of?  And does that rumor  

of God cause us to look up from our 

desks, our cell phones, our TV’s, all 

the “knowledge” we’re accumulating, 

to follow the rumor of the living  

Light of Christ?   

 

Fear, as we know from the sobering 

end of Matthew’s magi story, can  

lead to terrible decisions, and  

consequences.  We turn away from 

the news of death and destruction 

that resulted from Herod trying to  

extinguish the Light coming into the 

world.  Fear tried to extinguish that 

same light by nailing Jesus to a cross.   

 

“Discipleship is always and exercise 
in exchanging kings, exchanging  
security, exchanging where we place 
our trust, our hope, and our gold.  
Christianity spells the erosion of an 
old order where we no longer look to 
earthly rulers for marching orders.  
Do you see why Herod was afraid?  
His entire system of governance by 
control and intimidation was  
crumbling.” 
 

It’s a powerful, hopeful – and scary – 

thing to place “our trust, our hope  

and our gold” into a new realm.  It’s 

the new realm where, as Jesus will 

remind us this month, “good news  

to the poor, release to the captives, 

sight to the blind, the oppressed  

given freedom, the year of the Lord’s 

favor…” is announced.  Let’s pray  

that in this New Year, we see – and 

take part, beyond our fears – in the 

signs of that kingdom come. 

 
 

Frank Honeycutt, 95 Prosetheses – 
Appendages and Musings for the  
Body of Christ in Transition, 2018,  

Ibid, p. 49. 
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Highlights of Congregation Council Meeting 

 
 
 
December 18, 2018 
 
Pastor is working on Advent programs, Winter Celebration for youth, and a 
new date to speak at Christ Tabernacle early next year.   He has attended 
Youth Christmas party, presented a program at Kiwanis on the Warm  
project, worked with Grace members on Hurricane Relief trip in Danville,  
Va., and attended meeting at Waynesboro Library on transsexuality.  
 
Special thanks to Ron and Robin for their work on the budget and second  
appeal, and special thanks to all who responded to this appeal. 
 
The wrapping of the tower has been completed.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Deloris Wertman 
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Parish Nurse’s  

Health Corner 

By Marlene Shaw 
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Odds and Ends 
 

 

Bible Class Resumes this Week!  In January, here at Grace w e  

will resume our Weekday Bible Classes at their regular times of Wednesday  

at 11am, and Thursday evening at 7pm.  Then in February, we will meet  

again with our friends at St. John for an ecumenical class on our LARCUM  

covenant, and what being in that covenant means for our congregations  

here in Waynesboro.  There will be a day and evening class, final times to  

be determined.  God's Living Word comes alive when we study it  

together!  Whether morning or evening is convenient for you, start fresh  

in 2019 studying God's Word!  

 

Many Thanks! To all those w ho helped m ake our  Advent and  

Christmas Seasons a time for reflection, blessing, and to respond to God's 

gift of Jesus to us, by offering opportunities for us to be a blessing to  

others:  To all who helped Decorate the worship space (Wreaths, Banners,  

Creche, Garlands, Chrismon Tree, Candles, etc) and put together the exterior 

Advent Wreath; To all who helped with the Children's Christmas Program  

by our Grace Children's Church participants; To all who helped with the  

Giving Tree; To all who helped with Altar Guild; To our Adult and  

Handbell Choirs, Soloists, and Musicians; To our Assisting Ministers,  

Communion Assistants, Acolytes, Family Readers on Christmas Eve,  

Christmas Carolers and all who schedule all these participants; and to all  

who quietly help with Property matters, Technology matters, that occur on a 

daily and/or weekly basis, including during Advent and Christmas...This list  

in itself is likely not complete, but gives us all at Grace a means to recognize 

many who volunteer their time and talent to enable our life together to  

continue to remain strong and grow, as witnesses to the Gospel at Grace  

Evangelical Lutheran Church!  
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Odds and Ends Continued 
 
Winter Celebration Synod Event held in January—The Virginia  
Synod's event for High School youth, Winter Celebration, is this coming  
January 18-20.  300 youth from around the Synod are expected at Eagle  
Eyrie (including three from Grace), and Pastor Paul will be the chaplain for  
the event.  Please pray for our youth and adult advisor (Laura Shaw,  
Lily Pingel, and Sydney Rankin, youth; and Zanny Bandy, adult advisor),  
and for all who are attending this event known as Tuff Love, that it will be  
an event to strengthen an active faith in all who attend! 
 
Volunteers Needed for WARM’s Cold Weather Shelter January 21  
to 28—Grace will be hosting the WARM’s Cold Weather Shelter the week of 
January 21th to 28th and we need volunteers to support and staff the shelter  
at Grace.  We need help with check in host from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and 
overnight hosts from 9:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. This year we will need only 
two overnight hosts per night of operation and we can use couples as overnight 
hosts or you may have a friend or member that you would like to coordinate 
with for hosting. The hosts take turns sleeping during the evening with one 
host staying awake at all times. Check in hosts assist WARM staff with nightly 
registration and other tasks.  We also need help with meal preparation and 
serving the evening meals. Please contact Jerry Kite at 910-3372 or  
jerrykite@ntelos.net if you have questions. Please see signup sheet on the table 
in the back of the church. 
 
Pastor Paul has column in the News Virginian—Beginning this month, 
Pastor Paul will have a monthly religion column in the News Virginian  
newspaper.  He was asked by Managing Editor Derek Armstrong to begin  
contributing at the end of 2018.  
 
125th Anniversary Glasses - Som e Grace m em bers have asked about 
the possibility of ordering the Grace 125th Anniversary pilsner glasses that 
were offered prior to and on our November 18th Celebration day.  If we meet a 
minimum order of 24, we will be able to place another order.  Please indicate 
your interest on the sheet on the round table in the narthex.  Cost for glasses is 
$8 each.  
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January Calendar of Events 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 31 
School Holiday 

 
New Year’s Eve 

1 
School Holiday 

 
New Year’s 

Day 
 

Office Closed 

2 
School Holiday 

3 
12:30 p. m. 
Bridge Club 
(Fellowship 

Hall) 

4 
Pastor’s 
Birthday 

5 
Seventh Day  

Planning 

6 
Epiphany of 

our Lord 
 

9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. 
Worship Choir 
10:00 a.m. 

Holy  
Communion 

7 
10:00 a.m.—

3:00 p.m. 
Lutheran Family  

Services 
(Conference 

Room) 

8 
9:30 a.m. 

Quilting 
(Fellowship 

Hall) 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Roundtable 

 
 

9 
11:00 a.m. 

Pastor’s Bible 
Study 

(Conf. Room) 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Handbell Choir 

 
7:30 p.m. 

Worship Choir 

10 
12:30 p.m. 
Bridge Club 
(Fellowship 

Hall) 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Pastor’s Bible 

Study 
(Conf. Room) 

11 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
Baptism of 
Our Lord 

 
9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 
9:30 a.m. 

Worship Choir 
10:00 a.m. 

Holy  
Communion 

 

14 
 
 

3:00—9:00 
p.m. 

Office on Youth 
Parenting Class 

(Fellowship Hall) 

15 
9:30 a.m. 

Quilting 
(Fellowship 

Hall) 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Council 

(Fellowship 
Hall) 

 16 
11:00 a.m. 

Pastor’s Bible 
Study 

(Conf. Room) 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Handbell Choir 

 
7:30 p.m. 

Worship Choir 

17 
8:30—11:30 

a.m. 
Newcomers 
(Fellowship 

Hall) 
 

9:00 a.m. 
Backpacks 

 
12:30 p.m. 
Bridge Club 
(Fellowship 

Hall) 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Pastor’s Bible 

Study 
(Conf. Room) 

18 
 

Winter 

19 
 

Celebration 
 

20 
Winter  

Celebration 
 

2nd Sunday 
after  

Epiphany 

 
9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 
9:30 a.m. 

Worship Choir 
10:00 a.m. 

Holy  
Communion 
Rev. Cynthia 

Long,  
Preaching  

and  
Presiding 

21 
WARM 

 
MLK Jr. Day 

 
Church  

Office Closed 
 

3:00—9:00 
p.m. 

Office on Youth 
Parenting Class 

(Fellowship Hall) 
 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Kiwanis 

(Conference 
Room) 

22 
WARM 

 
9:30 a.m. 

Quilting 
(Fellowship 

Hall) 
 

23 
WARM 

 
11:00 a.m. 

Pastor’s  
Bible Study 
(Conference 

Room) 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Handbell Choir 

 
7:30 p.m. 

Worship Choir 

24 
WARM 

 
 

12:30 p.m. 
Bridge Club 
(Fellowship 

Hall) 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Pastor’s Bible 

Study 
(Conf. Room) 

25 
WARM 

 
 

26 
WARM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on Page 8 
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Nursing Home, Assisted Living and Homebound Members 

Allan and Genevieve 

Arneson 

220 Adventure Trail 

Waynesboro, VA  22980 

Mary Bertelson 

Summit Square 

501 Oak Avenue 

Apartment 400 

Waynesboro, VA  22980 

Jimmy and LizAnn 

Binns 

9281 Dick Woods Road 

Afton, VA  22920 

Jean Brower 

Oak Grove Manner 

 8 Rainbow Lane 

Waynesboro, VA 22980  

Morris Elliott 

The Lodge at Old Trail 

The Seasons, Room 115 

330 Claremont Lane 

Crozet, VA 22932 

Maribeth Faivre 

Summit Square 

501 Oak Avenue 

Waynesboro, VA  22980 

Phyllis Kite 

57 Skyline Avenue 

Stuarts Draft, VA  24477 

Bob and Carol  

Knemoller 

Summit Square 

501 Oak Avenue 

Apartment 316 

Waynesboro, VA 22980 

Shirley Krizovsky 

White Birch Estates 

847 Oakwood Drive,  

Room 33 

Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

Janet Lunger 

Summit Square 

501 Oak Avenue, AL-4 

Waynesboro, VA 22980 

Polly McKinley 

The Legacy 

1410 A North Augusta St. 

Apt. 2029 

Staunton, VA 24401 

Glen & Flossie Myers 

104 Patton Farm Road 

Apartment 361 

Stuarts Draft, VA  24477 

 

Pete Rufe 

Summit Square Healthcare 

501 Oak Avenue 

Waynesboro, VA 22980 

 

January Calendar of Events 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 
WARM 

 
3rd Sunday 

after  
Epiphany 

 
9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 
9:30 a.m. 

Worship Choir 
10:00 a.m. 

Holy  
Communion 

28 
 

3:00—9:00 
p.m. 

Office on Youth 
Parenting Class 

(Fellowship Hall) 

29 
9:30 a.m. 

Quilting 
(Fellowship 

Hall) 

30 
11:00 a.m. 

Pastor’s  
Bible Study 
(Conference 

Room) 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Handbell Choir 

 
7:30 p.m. 

Worship Choir 

31 
9:00 a.m. 
Backpacks 

 
12:30 p.m. 
Bridge Club 
(Fellowship 

Hall) 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Pastor’s Bible 

Study 
(Conf. Room) 

1 2 
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 Worship Assistants 
January 6 January 13 January 20 January 27 

Preaching &  

Presiding 

Pastor Paul Pingel 

 

Assisting  

Minister 

Lily Pingel 

 

Communion  

Assistants 

Linda Meyer 

Jerry Kite 

 

Ushers 

Bob Moyer 

Fred Biggers 

Jerry Kite 

E. G. Rankin 

Zachary Rankin 

 

Greeter(s) 

Berenice Archambeault 

Peggy Marks 

 

Offering  

Stewards 

Ernestine Moomaw 

Eleanor Sampson 

 

Acolyte 

 

 

Cup Gatherer 

 

 

Altar Guild 

TBD 

 

Altar Flowers 

 

 

Nursery 

Sarah Kite 

Deloris Wertman 

 

Council Member  

of the Week/Sunday 

School Support 

Jack Eckstrom 

Preaching &  

Presiding 

Pastor Paul Pingel 

 

Assisting  

Minister 

Brian Lundstrom 

 

Communion  

Assistants 

Gail Johnson 

Marlene Shaw 

 

Ushers 

Marge Cloutier 

Linda Meyer 

Jean Morgan 

Marlene Shaw 

 

 

Greeter(s) 

David Schwiesow 

 

 

Offering  

Stewards 

Pat Brady 

Bob Shumate 

 

Acolyte 

 

 

Cup Gatherer 

 

 

Altar Guild 

TBD 

 

Altar Flowers 

Jean Morgan 

 

Nursery 

Jean Morgan 

Susie Driskill 

 

Council Member  

of the Week/Sunday 

School Support 

Pete Giesen 

 

Preaching &  

Presiding 

Rev. Cynthia Long 

 

Assisting  

Minister 

Ron Almarode 

 

Communion  

Assistants 

Robin Crowder 

Bill Meicke 

 

Ushers 

Ron Knicely 

Dwight Moomaw 

Robert Shaw 

 

 

 

Greeter(s) 

David and Vivian 

Proctor 

 

Offering  

Stewards 

Ernestine Moomaw 

Eleanor Sampson 

 

Acolyte 

 

 

Cup Gatherer 

 

 

Altar Guild 

TBD 

 

Altar Flowers 

Ingrid Seviegny 

 

Nursery 

Tripp and Jean 

Franklin 

 

Council Member  

of the Week/Sunday 

School Support 

Kim HUll 

Preaching &  

Presiding 

Pastor Paul Pingel 

 

Assisting  

Minister 

Karla Rankin 

 

Communion  

Assistants 

Carrie Jones 

Donna Gum 

 

Ushers 

Ron Almarode 

Rick Bump 

Lee Lynch 

 

 

 

Greeter(s) 

Rudy Yobs 

 

 

Offering  

Stewards 

Sharon Lynch 

Kate Van Bremen 

 

Acolyte 

 

 

Cup Gatherer 

 

 

Altar Guild 

TBD 

 

Altar Flowers 

 

 

Nursery 

Lisa Gray 

Eleanor Sampson 

 

Council Member  

of the Week/Sunday 

School Support 

Carrie Jones 
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January Birthdays 

1/1  Beth Ann Brady 1/1  Carol Wolfe 1/4 Carrie Jones 

1/4 Paul Pingel 1/5  Morris Elliott 1/5  Mike Myers 

1/8 Linda Meyer 1/8 Vivian Proctor 1/10 Gene McCombs 

1/10 Ellen Miller 1/11 Carlos Martinez 1/12 Genevieve Arneson 

1/13 Ron Kniceley 1/15 Easton Carper 1/16 Karla Rankin 

1/18 Donna Gum 1/22 Amy Almarode 1/22 Emily Almarode 

1/22 Jane McGehee 1/22 Janet Parmer 1/22 Rudolph Yobs 

1/23 Susan Myers 1/26 Lily Pingel 1/26 Joe Ranzini 

1/27 Dennis Barnes 1/28 Tanner Walter 1/29 Stuart Crowder 

1/30 Mason Crowder   

January Baptisms 

Richard Marshall Lily Skelton Steve Jones 

Kathy Meicke David Glover Terry Snyder 

Financial Barometer 
As of  November 2018 

Financial Barometer 
YTD  

Actual 
YTD  

Budget 
Difference 

1. Pledge/Giving of Record/Faith $237,037 $246,989 -$9,952 

2. Total Budget Receipts $251,663 $265,205 -$13,542 

3. Total Budget Disbursements $261,294 $269,267 -$7,973 
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Thank You 



12 

 

Thank You—Hiker Hostel 
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Thank You—Hiker 
Hostel 
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Thank You—Hiker Hostel 
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Members of  

Grace 

Ministers 
 
 

Robin Crowder, President  
 

Linda Meyer, Vice President 
 

Deloris Wertman, Secretary 
 

Council Members 
Jack Eckstrom, Pete Giesen, Kim Hull, Carrie Jones,  

Jerry Kite, Gordon Putnam, Marlene Shaw, Rudolph Yobs 
 

Hannah Pingel/Laura Shaw 
Youth Co-Representatives 

 

Ron Almarode, Treasurer 
Donna Marshall, Assistant Treasurer 

 

Charles Goodrich, Financial Secretary 
 

Grace Church Sunday School Teachers 

 
 

CLASS LOCATION TEACHERS 

Pre-K-K Lower Level 
Deloris Wertman 

Sarah Beth Kite 

Grades 1-3 Lower Level 
Amy Warren 

Jane Blosser 

Grades 4-5 Lower Level 
Jill Pingel 

Jane Stein 

Grades 6-8 

Catechism 
Lower Level 

Pastor Pingel 

Fred Biggers 

Marlene Shaw 

Robin Crowder (SUB) 

Senior High Lower Level 
Linda Meyer 

Antoinette Eckstrom 

Adult   Upper Level Gordon Putnam 
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Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
500 South Wayne Avenue 
Waynesboro, VA 22980 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Paul Pingel 

Pastor 

 

Nancy Dowdy 

Administrative Secretary 

 

Mike Myers 

Director of Music & Organist 

 

Church Office Hours 
 

Mon–Thu:  8:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.  

(Lunch  12:00 – 12:30 p.m.) 

Friday:  8:30 a.m.—Noon 

facebook.com/gelc.elca 

twitter.com/gelc_elca 

instagram.com/gelc.waynesboro 

flickr.com/gracewaynesboro 

youtube.com/GraceEvangelicalLutheranChurchWaynesboro 

 

www.gracewaynesboro.org 

E: gracelc@lumos.net 

T: 540.949.6171  /  F: 540.949.0940 


