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We have a lot to
celebrate this June!

Malachi Dolan, son
of Jake and Rebecca
Dolan, will be
baptized on Sunday,
June 25t at Grace! We rejoice that
Malachi will become a part of the
Body of Christ that is the Church,
And specifically Grace Evangelical
Lutheran Church, and that God will
claim Malachi and bestow the Holy
Spirit upon him.

In addition, five other new
members will Affirm their Baptism,
and join with us at Grace on the
25th: Jake and Rebecca Dolan and
their daughter Virginia, as well as
Charles and Betty Karol Wilson.
Jake and Rebecca are son-in-law
and daughter to Tom and Holly
Carper, with Tom and Holly the
proud grandparents of Virginia
and Malachi. Pray for these six
sisters and brothers in Christ.

June also connects us with the larger

Church through the Virginia Synod
Assembly, being held June 8-11 at
Roanoke College in Salem, Virginia.

We will be electing a new Bishop,
given the announcement by Bishop
Bob Humphrey that he will not be
seeking another term. Please pray
for our delegates - Peggy Caister,
Donna Gum, and Lily Pingel — as
they not only take part in the
election of a new Bishop, but many
others as well (VP of Synod, Synod
Secretary, Synod Council,
Consultation Committee and
Committee on Discipline); as well
as bring back information about
the Virginia Synod we are a part
of, in addition to the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of America
(ELCA). We are
Faithful+Bold+Serving, Bishop
Humphrey has declared and
encouraged of us during his
calling as the Bishop of this Synod.
We pray for Bob in his retirement,
with thanksgiving and wishes for
God’s peace for him and Barbra.

Continued



The end of May and first half of
June, we host Grace’s Hiker
Ministry Monday through Friday
in the Fellowship Hall and Youth
Room area of the Church. This is
the 17th year of Grace’s Hiker
Ministry, though for three years
we have not been able to host due
to Covid. It is a joy to continue this
long-held and unique ministry at
Grace! (We are KNOWN for our
Hiker Ministry: in the first two
weeks of serving here at Grace, I
went to Rockfish Gap Outfitters to
have my bicycle repaired, and as I
paid for my repairs, seeing checks
with a new Virginia address printed
below the crossed out old address,
the Rockfish Gap employee asked
what brought me to Virginia.
When I mentioned being pastor at
Grace, almost before I could finish
the word “Lutheran,” the employee
cried out “Hiker Hostel!” It is
important for a congregation to

be known for its ministry in the
community around us!)

We also welcome new Council
Members in June! Cabell Caister
(youth member), Allison Fink,
Jerry Kite, Linda Meyer, Jean
Morgan (beginning a second
term), and Donna Yobs begin
their service as our newest
Council Members. Please pray
for their service to us in
leadership at Grace!

We rejoice with our brothers and
sisters at Christ Tabernacle Church
of God in Christ, who after many
months of uncertainty, are the new
owners and caretakers of the former
Basic United Methodist Church
property on Delphine Avenue.
Their first worship service will be
held Sunday, June 4t in their Basic
UMC worship space. Please keep
Christ Tabernacle in prayer as they
begin to move in and begin
renovations on the property. Their
official dedication will be later this
year, or even in early 2024.

Finally, we celebrate Holy Trinity
Sunday on June 4th. The God who
has created us and provides for us;
the Son, who most clearly shows us
the love of God for the world and
each of us, so that we can be
Christ’s Body in this world today;
and the Holy Spirit who calls,
gathers, enlightens and sanctifies
what we do so that we can continue
to be “A Community of Servants
Sharing in the Word and Work of
Jesus...”

There IS a lot to celebrate this

month!
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The “First Sunday Fellowships” are in full swing!

Each “first Sunday” of the month, one of our volunteer
groups at Grace will hold a gathering in the Fellowship Hall
after worship. There will be the opportunity for the groups
to explain what their group does, who is involved, answer
questions, and have fellowship and a few light refreshments.
Please sign up your group so the congregation can learn
more about what goes on in the life of our church! A sign-up
sheet has been placed in the back of the church with enough
dates for at least 19 counted groups, which are listed! Please
see Sylvia Almarode if you have any questions.

Schedule for 2023 First Sunday Fellowships Hosts:

June 4 Worship and Music/Adult Choir
July 2 Open

August 6 Altar Guild

September 3 Open

October 1 Quilters

November5  Open
December 3 Open

Hospitality and Grace—Are you interested in learning
more about Christianity and hospitality? Join us for a book/
study group! We will read Making Room: Recovering
Hospitality as a Christian Tradition by Christine D. Pohl

(9 chapters, 187 pages). If interested, please contact Eric
Hilker 978-793-9845, Pastor Paul Pingel, 540-216-4454,

or Susan Myers, 434-760-1660.
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Submissions

Project Esperanza Fund Drive - Last year, Grace
Evangelical Lutheran Church and Christ Tabernacle Church
of God in Christ worked together to donate $5520 to Project
Esperanza. This year, our goal is to raise $6000, enough
money to support ten deserving students for a full year. We
are already halfway to that goal, thanks to a $2000 pledge
from the Grace Endowment Fund and a $1000 pledge from
an anonymous donor. The Grace/COGIC Christian Coalition
for Equity and Justice and the Grace All God’s Children groups
are sponsoring this fund drive but invite all members and
friends of the two congregations to contribute.

Grace members can contribute directly to the Church, noting
the money is contributed in support of Project Esperanza as a
memo. We will collect funds throughout June and July, with
the fund drive ending on August 3, 2023.

The mission of Project Esperanza is to form a global community
focused on creating positive change and a sustainable future for
Haitian refugee and immigrant youths in the Dominican
Republic through education and empowerment. For the past

16 years, Project Esperanza has served the Haitian refugee and
immigrant population of Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic in
the areas of education, social aid, and community development.
The project runs two schools serving 275 Haitian immigrant
children in the DR. It also provides housing, food, and family
structure for a group of vulnerable youth and young adults. In
collaboration with two universities, the project provides small
business grants and loans to promote artistic training and a
pathway to sales for the population it serves.

More information is available at the project’s web site:
https://esperanzameanshope.org/

Reminder—Please have articles, etc. for Grace Notes to

the Church Office by the 20th of the month for next month’s
publication. If you need more time, please send Nancy a note
and let her know when she will receive it. In addition, please
have announcements, etc. for Sunday bulletins to the Church
Office by Wednesday morning. Nancy’s email is:
Grace.lc@comcast.net


https://esperanzameanshope.org/

Grace on the "ground floor" - Grace has been working
with other local congregations to establish an Assistance
Ministry that helps all Waynesboro congregations to pool their
~ resources to:

o Better help local people and families in crisis with rent and
other assistance

o Have one place where people in need can go, rather than
"shop" all the churches

o Establish a database so as many people as possible are
helped, with no duplication of services

o Offer casework services to families so they can receive the
help they need to move from living in crisis to functional
living more able to focus on children and the more routine
challenges of daily life.

Grace Council on May 16th approved our congregation as a
"charter member" of this Assistance Ministry. We will be a
part of putting together the policies on how the fund is
used. Currently approximately 10 other congregations have
expressed interest, with the hope that we continue to grow
the number of participating churches. Please pray for this
Ministry, and getting it up and running as soon as possible,
as the need is great!
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The All God’s Children anti-racism book group is taking the
summer off! Our last meeting will be on Monday, June 5th at
7:00 pm in the Grace conference room. We will discuss
chapters IV (Hate) and V (Love) of Jesus and the Disinherited
by Howard Thurman.

We will resume meeting on the 2nd and 4t Mondays of every
month (same time, same place) on Monday, September 11th
and discuss Tony Morrison’s only short story, Recitatif
(including the2022 Introduction by Zadie Smith). The story
concerns two girls, Twyla and Roberta, one is Black and the
other white. However, the author never reveals which one is
Black and which one is white. The reader must decide, leading
to the moral lesson that racial differences are arbitrary and
may be constructed according to one’s own personal
prejudices and biases. Come prepared to assign races to Twyla
and Roberta, including your reasons for that assignment.

Through the summer, members are asked to preview potential
sources for future discussions and experiences. These can
include books, articles, events, movies, programs, web- or
pod-casts, field trips, guest speakers or anything that deepens
our understanding of racial equity and justice in the world.
We plan to map out an agenda for the next year at the
September 11t meeting

We are always delighted to welcome new members. If you
want to be added to the mailing list, please let Rick Bump
know (rcbumpo621@gmail.com).

School Backpack Ministry—The food backpack program
for 2022-2023 school year finished on May 17th. Grace
members have helped pack the food bags twice a month.
Grace and St. John's Catholic work together on this ministry
L packing food for William Perry and Wenonah Elementary

— Schools. Approximately 4,500 bags of food have been packed
this year. A food bag is sent home with some students each
Friday. The bags contain a variety of foods such as peanut
butter, cereal, canned beans, fruits, peas, carrots, dried beans,
rice and canned tuna or chicken. Each week the students
receive at least 6 items in the bag. Thank you to the many
volunteers from Grace who help with this ministry.

7



Our Women’s Book Group has met for the last time
until next September During the summer we will explore

BOOK new books to enjoy when we resume our meetings
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;- September-May. We meet every 3rd Wednesday at 11:30
a.m., at Silk Road, to discuss, eat, and socialize. Everyone
is welcome. The list of books bemg considered can be
obtained from Kathy Bump.

Power in the Spirit Power in the Spiritis an
inspirational conference for people of all ages who wish
to explore God’s call to service through joyous worship,
Bible studies, keynote addresses, workshops, games, and
fellowship. It is held July 13-15 at Roanoke College.

Cost is $300 including housing, all meals; Grace has
scholarships available to help with the cost (contact the
Church Office). This event is a great opportunity to grow
in faith, and meet fellow followers in Christ through the
Synod, all in a relaxed setting at Roanoke College.

See vasynod.org/power-in-the-spirit for full details!

Thanks to the generosity of partners like you, the Virginia
Synod is able to gather together leaders from around the
Synod for training events, to nurture faith, and to conduct
the business of the Virginia Synod. Thank You!

Columbarium—As you make your final plans, remember
that Grace has a Columbarium on the North side of the
building. Each niche will hold two (2) of our brass urns,
which are included in the cost of $2,250 per niche. There
are also Memorial Bricks available for the patio, which can
be engraved with the name of a loved one who may be buried
elsewhere. For more information, contact Bradley Keefer at
540-942-4290 or the Church Office.


http://vasynod.org/power-in-the-spirit

[ FROM THE If the church office door is locked during open hours, please
,\\QQCHURCH knock and give Nancy a few minutes to answer. For safety
OFFICE reasons, she is locking the door when alone at the church,

especially first thing in the morning. Thank you for your
patience!

Hand Bell Choir—The choir is looking for ringers. Anyone
. interested, get in touch with Sam Moyer, 540-471-1059

Altar Flowers—Please consider signing up to provide Altar
Flowers for Sunday services. You can either sign up on flower

2 A/tar chart in the Nave or call the church office.
lowers

Food Pantries - Thanks, and Continuing Need—Many

{00 thanks to those who have donated Peanut Butter, Mac ‘n
T Cheese, Personal Hygiene items, and Dried Rice and Beans

> g}' PANW to our local food pantries. We have made thirty-three

2k Ut dJoljveries thus far, fifteen to Main Street United Methodist,
and eighteen to Calvary United Methodist, Stuarts Draft,
with the donations gratefully received in the midst of great
need. Overall, we have given well over 3,570 pounds of food!
If you can help, please donate to our box set inside the office
door for you to drop off.

Our “Ongoing Need for Prayer for Relatives/
Friends” — A continuing part of our Prayers during
=W worship involves our prayer for relatives and friends, as
—. well as for Grace members. We know the importance of
continued prayer, especially as those we love and care
for face longer term illness and recoveries. We also want
to be sure that we can continue to add the names of all
friends and relatives who are in need of prayer, and include
this list during Sunday prayer. Therefore, we will begin a
new policy of keeping“ Ongoing Needs for Prayer” for
3 months, and then removing the names (unless by
request for names to remain on the list longer).




Mission Endowment Fund
Awards!

Grace is very blessed to have a Mission Endowment Fund from which to
support many worthy projects. This year, YOU, members of Grace,
proposed 14 diverse projects to support, of which 13 were funded (the
14th was already funded through other means). Here is a list of projects
that were awarded:

1. Blue Ridge Area Food Bank - $500

2. Rise Against Hunger - $2623

3.  Augusta Health Foundation - $1500

4. Embrace (a community ministry located near Kate Collins and
William Perry schools) - $500

5. Legal Aid Justice Center, Charlottesville - $500

6. LIFEworks (a Staunton-based homelessness ministry) - $500

7. Madee Project - $3000

8. Medical Mission to Haiti - $2500

9. Project Esperanza (school for Haitian children) - $2000

10. 3R's (Raising Resources for Readers, bringing reading materials
to local children) - $1500

11.  Society of St. Andrews (a gleaning ministry that supplies fresh
picked food to local food banks) - $500

12. Boys and Girls Club of Waynesboro, Staunton and Augusta - $500

13. Waynesboro Ecumenical Assistance Fund (see article in
newsletter/bulletin)- $4000

The Grace Fund, Alleviating Hunger, Social Ministry and Disaster Relief
Funds were used; money remains in our Missionary Support, Christian
Education and Music Ministry funds. Thanks to all who submitted
projects for support this year!
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Congratulations to Our Graduates

ONGRATULATIONS

Kai Marley Blosser, daughter of Ryan and Joy Blosser and
granddaughter of Tom and Jane Blosser, is graduating from Harrisonburg
High School and will be attending VCU.

Bayley Campbell and Landon Campbell, twins of AC and Katie
Campbell and grandchildren of Bill and Susie Kelley, are graduating from
Waynesboro High School. Bayley will be attending Mary Baldwin University
and Landon is planning a military career.

Jordan Driskill, son of Ed and Susie Driskill and grandson of Tom
and Carol Varner, graduated from the University of Texas Southwestern
Medical School with his medical degree (MD). He will be doing his residency
in pathology at Cornell’s campus of New York-Presbyterian Hospital. He also
will continue to pursue his cancer research as part of the physician scientist
training program in collaboration with Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer
Center and Rockefeller University.

Eileen Fillmore, daughter of Dr. Robert and Kyra Goodrich and
granddaughter of Chuck and Judi Goodrich, will be graduating from
Marquette Michigan High School. After a trip to Europe this summer,
Eileen will be attending the University of Northern Michigan in Marquette,
where her father is a History Professor.

Lily Pingel, daughter of Pastor Paul and Jill Pingel, graduated

from Roanoke College with a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology, Minor in Religious
Studies. Lily will be attending American University in Washington, DC
seeking a Master’s in Public Policy.

Lily Skelton, daughter of Nathan and Lindsey Skelton and
granddaughter of Lee and Sharon Lynch, is graduating from Wilson Memorial
High School and will be attending University of Mary Washington.

Josh (Nico) Traynor, child of James and Krista Traynor and
grandchild of David and Vivian Proctor, will be graduating from Western
Albemarle High School Cum Laude and attending Piedmont Virginia
Community College majoring in creative writing.

Jaxon Wilfong, son of Kenneth and Keri Wilfong and grandson of
Nancy Dowdy, is graduating from Waynesboro High school and will be
attending James Madison University majoring in Economics.

We send our prayers that God’s gifts will bless them to be a

blessing in their work, life and faith!
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YOUTH
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Grace Youth joined four other congregations as a part of the
Waynesboro Ecumenical Service Youth Group on Sunday, May 7th, to plant
flowering cherry trees near the entrance of Ridgeview Park. The trees were
planted in cooperation with City of Waynesboro Parks and Recreation.
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Thanks to our “stairway” crew who
built steps required for meeting
the city code requirements in order
to hold our Hiker Ministry

this year!

PROPERTY

Check out Glen Gray’s, Jerry Kite’s, Fred Biggers’, and Ron Myers’

handiwork in the Fellowship Hall!
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FIN AN CE S For the year, actual receipts are below budget and

actual
disbursements are below budget, resulting in a deficit of $9,672.

Budget Barometer

April 2023

Comparison to Prior Year: Actual Actual
Difference
Financial Barometer 2022 2023
Total Budget Receipts YTD $93,821 $96,673 $2,852
Total Budget Disbursed YTD $98,355 $106,345 $7,990
($4,534) | ($9,672) ($5,138)
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Birbhdays

06/01  June Stiehl 06/02  Susie Driskill 06/05 E.G. Rankin
06/06  Jan McCombs 06/07  Brian Lundstrom 06/13  Sandy Knicely
06/20  Jessi Blosser 06/21  Gwen Kite 06/21  Elizabeth Caister
06/22  Kara Glover 06/26  Donna Yobs

=

=S Bapbigms

06/04  Sharon Vorel 06/06  Amelia Jones 06/06  Charlotte Jones
06/09 Zoey Mahoney 06/16  Sandra Hoy 06/18  Ron Knicely
06/19  Ryan Blosser 06/19  Jessi Blosser 06/20 Marge Cloutier
06/20  Beth Ann Brady 06/21  Trotter Franklin  06/22  Sylvia Almarode
06/26  Robert Moyer 06/26  Easton Carper 06/29  Karley Hull

06/30 Raegen Van Bremen 06/30 Laura Shaw
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June 4

The Holy Trinity

Preaching and
Presiding

Pastor Paul Pingel

Altar Flowers
Lew & Donna Yobs
Altar Guild

Jean Morgan
Assisting
Minister

Robin Crowder

Communion
Assistants

Cathy Crowder
Karen Walck

Council Person
of the Week

Robin Crowder

Offering
Stewards

Pat Brady
Jean Morgan
Ushers
Fred Biggers

David Proctor

‘Worship Assistants

June 11

Second Sunday
After Pentecost

Preaching and
Presiding

Ron Almarode and
Pastor Karen Van

Stee
Altar Flowers
Open
Altar Guild

Gloria Nelson and
Susan Myers

Assisting
Minister

Ron Almarode

Communion
Assistants

Carolyn Hite
Tami Radecke

Council Person
of the Week

Jack Eckstrom

Offering
Stewards

Pat Brady
Robin Crowder
Ushers
Jack Eckstrom
Esme Hilker

Jim Nelson

June 18

Third Sunday
After Pentecost

Preaching and
Presiding

Pastor Karen Van
Stee

Altar Flowers
Gail Johnson

Altar Guild

Assisting
Minister
Mike Trauscht

Communion
Assistants

Donna Gum
Carolyn Hite

Council Person
of the Week

Allison Fink

Offering
Stewards

Pat Brady
Vivian Proctor
Ushers
Jerry Kite
Maella Hilker

Gail Johnson

June 25

Fourth Sunday
After Pentecost

Preaching and
Presiding

Pastor Paul Pingel

Altar Flowers
Jim & Gloria Nelson
Altar Guild

Glen and Lisa Gray
Assisting
Minister

Gloria Nelson

Communion
Assistants

Allison Fink
Carolyn Hite

Council Person
of the Week

Jerry Kite

Offering
Stewards

Pat Brady
David Proctor
Ushers
Rick Bump
Linda Meyer



Remember((%29

Our Homebound Members

Nursing Home,

Assisted Living and

Homebound Members

Genevieve Arneson
220 Adventure Trail
Waynesboro, VA 22980

LizAnn Binns
The Legacy
1410a North Augusta Street
Apartment 3027
Staunton, VA 24401

Maribeth Faivre
Summit Square
501 Oak Avenue, Apt. 130
Waynesboro, VA 22980

Sandra Hoy
River Edge Rehabilitation
and Nursing, Room 210
1221 Rosser Avenue
Waynesboro, VA 22980

Imogene Hull
Regency Senior Living
43 Pinnacle Drive, Room 101
Fishersville, VA 22939

Phyllis Kite
Summit Square
501 Oak Avenue, Room 9
Waynesboro, VA 22980

Bob Knemoller
Summit Square
501 Oak Avenue, Apt. AL-13
Waynesboro, VA 22980

Glenn Myers
144 Patton Farm Road,
Apt. E107
Stuarts Draft, VA 24477

Ingrid Sevigny
713 Governor’s Way
Waynesboro, VA 22980

Carolyn Shields
Brightview
21 Woodlee Road, Apt. 331
Staunton, VA 24401

Tom and Carol Varner
Birch Gardens

12 Royal Drive
Staunton, VA 24401
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https://goo.gl/maps/5n6kpoVEN9d8z2J8A
https://goo.gl/maps/5n6kpoVEN9d8z2J8A

NOTES

THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
500 South Wayne Avenue
Waynesboro, VA 22980

LABEL
4 Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
1 “A Community of Servants Sharing in the Word and Woark of Jesus.”
facebook.com/gelc.elca
instagram.com/gelc.waynesboro Rev. Paul Pingel
flickr.com/gracewaynesboro Pastor

outube.com/ Email: pastorpingel@gmail.com
youtube.

GraceEvangelicalLutheranChurchWaynesboro Mibe M yers, Organist

www.gracewaynesboro.org Director of Music

Fmail: mickhdking@aol.
Grace.lc@comcast.net matk: e ing@aol.com

540.949.6171 Nancy Dowdy

Administrative Secretary

Monday—Thursday: 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Email: Grace.lc@comeast.net

(Lunch 11:30 — 12:30 p.m.)
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