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Near the close of the nineteenth century, the little town of Waynesboro had a population of
approximately six hundred fifty (650). At that time East Waynesboro was Basic City and not a part of
Waynesboro.

Included in that number were a few devout Lutherans. They drove their horse drawn vehicles to nearby
Lutheran churches; namely, Zion, St. James and Bethlehem. Each church was some five or six miles
distant, but with mud roads and slow methods of transportation, attending services at these churches was
very inconvenient. After worshiping with the neighboring congregations for several years, these
Lutherans decided to start a church of their own in town.

Sunday, November 24, 1893, a small, but enthusiastic, group met with the Reverend J. L. Schenck,
pastor of Bethlehem, as their spiritual leader and Grace Church was organized. Ten members, five men
and five women, were charter members. The congregation of a small Baptist Church located on Ohio
Street offered their building as a meeting place for this newly organized church.

Services were held on Sunday afternoons with the Reverend Schenck of Bethlehem officiating. He also
served as Sunday School Superintendent.

Waynesboro, being an industrial location, rapidly developed into a prosperous town and when people
moved in from other localities, Lutherans were among them and the small congregation began to grow.
Soon the members were talking in terms of having a church of their own. A building lot was purchased
at the corner of Eleventh Street and Wayne Avenue. The cost was $200.00.

Phillip Killian, a trustee and charter member of Grace Church was a contractor and builder and
superintended the building of the church free of charge. Bricks were made from clay on his property
and were hauled in wagons to the building site by members of the congregation after completion of their
days’ work. The cornerstone for the new church was placed September 24, 1894.

A Ladies’ Aid Society, to which all the ladies in the church belonged, worked faithfully and through
their efforts, a substantial sum was contributed to the building fund. From this “aid society”, the various
women’s organizations of the church have evolved through the years.

A little more than a year after the cornerstone was laid, the basement of the church was completed and
services were held here until the completion of the church. Bethlehem, which served as sponsor of
Grace Church, gave a pulpit and benches and a member of the congregation contributed a small organ.
It was with joy that the members could at last hold services in their own building even though their
“chapel” was the basement.

April 7, 1901 was a day long to be remembered by Grace Church. This was Easter and services were
being held for the first time in the newly completed church. Also the first full time minister, the
Reverend E. C. Cronk, was conducting his first service as pastor of the church. The church building had
been completed at a cost of $6,000. Twelve years later the debt was completely paid off.

The interior of the church was simple but very beautiful. The chancel furnishings, also the pews, were
carved by hand by a member of the congregation, Mr. T. H. Helms. Twelve beautiful stained glass
windows were given by members or friends of the church as memorials. A small bellows type organ
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was pumped by a youth of the church and later by a colored man. In time, a motor was installed which

furnished the volume formerly supplied by hand. Marshall Helms, son of T. H. Helms, was the church
organist.




(Interior of church at its completion with exception of pipe organ.)

A hot air furnace heated the nave through two registers in the aisle. The chandelier given by Mr. Joseph
T. Carr was replaced later with a more modern lighting arrangement.

The first infant baptized in the new church was Harold K. Henkle, son of Mr. and Mrs. Oscar D. Henkle.
He and his sisters, Helen and Elizabeth, are members of this church at present. They are the great
grandchildren of Phillip Killian mentioned previously.

A lot adjoining the church property was purchased in 1907 for a parsonage but the
building was not ready to be occupied until 1912. The Reverend J. F. Bruch and
family were the first occupants. Reverend Bruch had accepted a call to Grace
Church in 1911. He was a talented musician and worship through music was
intensified during his pastorate. He directed the church choir which met in different
homes for rehearsals. It was through his effort and the cooperation of Mr. Carl
Barckhoff, an organ maker who had recently located in Waynesboro, that a pipe
organ was installed in Grace Church. They were able to obtain a contribution from
Andrew Carnegie, a generous millionaire, which made it possible for Grace to
purchase the organ. This was the first pipe organ in Waynesboro. Pastor Bruch retired in 1915 and
moved to Numedia, PA.

Several months after the resignation of Pastor Bruch, the Reverend E. L. Ritchie accepted the pastorate
of Grace Church and served almost six years, then offered his resignation to accept work elsewhere.



Pastor E.L. Ritchie served Grace 1916-1922



In the fall of 1922, Dr. C. F. Steck accepted a call to Grace Church. During his pastorate, changes and
additions designed to make the church more beautiful and to create a more worshipful atmosphere were
made. The wooden offering plates were replaced with four brass plates. A receiving basin, two
candlesticks, altar vases, and a cross (all brass) were given as memorials. A set of seasonal paraments
were given either as gifts or memorials.

Dr. Steck introduced the use of the minister’s robe and a year or two later, the choir
wore vestments for the first time. During the last several years of his residence in
Waynesboro, Dr. Steck was ill. His son, Reverend Charles F. Steck, Jr., and family
came to help care for his father. He assumed the pastorate of Grace Church for a period
of two years during his father’s illness.

Charles F. Steck, Jr. placed the lovely paneling in the chancel as a memorial gift to his
|- s el ::::_',:. father. This added greatly to the beauty of the church. In 1936, he left Waynesboro to
wabenla H-E'E become Army Chaplain at Harvard University.
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The first Vacation Bible School was held at Grace Church during Dr. Steck’s pastorate.
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The Reverend Alfred R. Shumate became pastor of Grace Church February 1, 1937. During the summer
of 1937, the church steeple was struck by lightning and damaged to such an extent, it had to be removed.
It was replaced with a copper cross.

A son of this parish, Virgil A. Moyer, Jr. began preparation for the ministry in 1939.
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The church with the copper cross

After Pastor Shumate’s resignation in 1943, Grace Church was without a regular pastor for a period of
eight months. For a while, Seminarian K. Y. Huddle conducted services on Sunday morning. Later, his
brother, Lieutenant Paul Huddle, received his discharge from the army having served as Chaplain in that
branch of service, and served as supply pastor of Grace Church until a regular minister was called.

In the evening of November 25, 1943, Grace Church celebrated its golden anniversary. The Reverend
John R. Brokhoff, pastor of Virginia Heights Church, Roanoke, preached the anniversary sermon to a
congregation which filled the church. The membership of Grace Church had increased from a mere
handful to 240 confirmed members during the fifty year period. At this time, forty young members from
the congregation were serving in the armed forces (World War II).

Announcement was made at this service that the Reverend Robert J. Schenck had accepted a call to
Grace Church and would assume his duties January 1, 1944.

Following the service, an informal reception was held in the Sunday School assembly room. (This room
also served as the meeting place for five or six Sunday School classes each Sunday morning.)

Realizing that the children — and adults as well — could not receive proper religious instruction in such
inadequate quarters as were available and too, at times, the nave of the church was filled to capacity, the
members began thinking in terms of a new church building. The first step in this direction was the
purchasing of a triangular lot in West Waynesboro.

The Reverend Robert J. Schenck became pastor of Grace Church January 1, 1944. Soon afterwards, the
congregation began to consider ways and means by which a new church might be built. No definite
plans could be decided on and the members felt that they were not financially able to build at this time,
so little or no progress was made until several years later.

While in Waynesboro, Pastor Schenck served as Chaplain at a nearby German prisoner of war camp.
The prisoners built a very attractive altar bearing symbols representative of the churches in Germany,
this they used in their chapel. When the camp disbanded the altar was given to Grace Church and used
in the Sunday School assembly room.
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February 1, 1944, Reverend Charles T. Sardeson came to Waynesboro
as pastor of Grace Church. Building plans were again discussed
but no action taken.

During his stay, changes were made in the women’s organizations.
There were at this time two functioning groups, the Women’s
Missionary Society and the Jessie Cronk group. These two
organizations were consolidated into the Women of the Church

to which all the women in the church automatically belonged.

The activities of the new group were broadened and the women
were serving in the church more efficiently.

Pastor Sardeson resigned in July 1952 to study for a year in
Scotland. The Reverend James A. Rickard of Salem conducted
Sunday service until Pastor Miller came.

The Reverend Richard A. Miller came to this parish as pastor April 13, 1953. After discussing the
structure of a new church over a period of several years, plans were at last under way for the actual
building. The lot purchased some years earlier was not now considered a suitable location and a more
desirable lot was found on Wayne Avenue and Thirteenth Street. The West Waynesboro property was
exchanged for the Wayne Avenue site and an additional $6,000 was paid for it.
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On October 31, 1954 following the morning worship service, the congregation went to the new building
location and conducted a special service, “The Office of Blessing a Church site”. (see picture below)

The Wells Organization came to Waynesboro in January 1955 and conducted a ﬁJﬁdraising campaign
for the new building. Plans for the church were drawn by Milton L. Grigg and R. E. Lee and Son were
contractors.




Preliminary plans for the new church were presented to the congregation by the architect, Milton A.
Grigg on September 12, 1955 and were adopted.
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Pastor Miller resigned February 1957 to take up work elsewhere.

In March 1957 a religious census was conducted.

CAPTAINS FOR the Grace Evangelical Lutheran € hurch religious vensus to be held
1mv1awbut' the crltn.r area last mghjii gj‘if hD dﬂhme discussed h;he, Ia
pvenies by use o amtyma w char gr (right) thairman of the Evangelism Missi

o, {,aptmm ghgwn Helude Uront row, left to right) W. B Ely, F. A Jones, Mrs. L. F. F‘ust;?'ﬂ ETWE
L Ml‘ﬁ, Ernest Hast Sr., Mrs, James Binns, and Mrs. H. J. Franklin, Sewuﬂ row: E. C. Snider,

Mareh I7 were g:m
b of the various siresfs and-

. L, Henson, G, T, Armentrout, H, J, Franklin, Dr, .]ulm Elmzwa]l and 0. C. Landpz.

nsus “Ie:am_T =

m am  orTena o0 mﬂﬁtlﬁg “on

-t'\ew&n?irn‘lrﬂm Phata)

T [Sunday evening, Richard Sheaffor,.
I A t d chalrman of the Bvangolism Mis
S ppom e gion, conducted & program outs
lining the duties of those who will
parfivipate in the census,
ut erﬂl’lsﬂ The ioitial calls: will be made
hétween the hours of 1 and 3 p.m.
In prepaeation for the I‘BlIElﬂus with approximately a dqua?ermuz
ed & at
ce.nsus to be held March 17, C‘,’ap_[ I.h& city heing cover
ftains have heen chosen to' head || Luthieran churches in Au gusia — —

e census leams of Grace Fvan- ari in the
_gelical Lutherzn Church, \Counly also are. taking p

Those serving in this capacity |':"EmimEEI . = e i
i T o

Lly and James L. Jon

will he assisted hpprn:timafﬁl?

60 members of the congregation

who will serve as ecemsus lakers. . —

14



The Reverend James A. Rikard, Professor of Theology at Roanoke College, again served Grace Church,
driving each Sunday from Salem to conduct worship services. During this period, several ministerial
students from Southern Seminary also supplied.

The last of May, Seminarian Robert L. Hock came with his family to serve as student supply during the
summer months.

The first visual evidence that dreams of a new Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church were becoming a
reality was the ground-breaking on May 26, 1957. The ground-breaking ceremony was conducted by
Dr. R. Homer Anderson.

In the Faith of Jesus of Christ this work is begun and this
ground is broken, In the Name and to the glory of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: That true faith may
flourish here and the fear of God and love of the brethren; and
that this may be a place destined for prayer and the invocation
and adoration of the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who
with the Father, and the Holy Ghost, liveth and reigneth, One
God, world without end. Amen.

(Excerpt from order of blessing of ground-breaking.)
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In June 1957, an Evangelistic mission was held in Grace Church with the Reverend John W Pfahler,
pastor of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Pittsburgh conducting the services. As the result of polio, Pastor
Pfahler was a paralytic from the waist down and was confined to a wheel chair. He with the assistance
of Mr. Hock conducted an interesting and successful mission.

Lutheran
Evangelism |

="

48 ‘ Mission

More than fifty new members were received into the membership of Grace parish by Mr. Hock during
the summer months before he returned to Southern Seminary for his final year.

Professor Rikard was asked again to conduct services while this parish was without a resident minister.
Although the weather was extremely bad and driving was hazardous at times during the winter months,
Pastor Rikard was present each Sunday morning to conduct worship services.

The pulpit committee made every effort possible during this interim to find a resident minister but was
unsuccessful. At a congregational meeting held in February 1958, the decision was made to extend a
call to Robert L. Hock who would be graduating from the Southern Seminary in June. He had served
this parish well during the previous summer and had endeared himself to many of the members of Grace
Church. He accepted the call. Since there had been no regular minister here for more than a year, it was
gratifying to know that in a few months Grace Church would again have a resident pastor.

16



The well worn hymnals which had been used many years were replaced with the new revised Service
Book and Hymnal. The bright red books were arranged very effectively in the chancel so that the white
edges formed a cross. In this manner, they were dedicated May 4, 1958

The service for the blessing of the Service Book and Hymnal was conducted by interim pastor, the
Reverend James A. Rickard.

BLEST and dedicate be these Service Books and Hymnals to
the praise of Almighty God, to His honor and glory, and to the
uplifting of our hearts and minds in the services of His house,
in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost. Amen.

(Excerpt from the service of dedication.)
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Many of the books were given by individuals of the parish as gifts or memorials. A complete list of
those who gave may be found in the church’s Gift and Memorial Book.

After his ordination, the Reverend Robert L. Hock
moved to Waynesboro June 15, 1958 and became
pastor of Grace Church. This was his first pastoral
assignment.

Soon after Pastor Hock arrived in
Waynesboro, the cornerstone of the church was
opened and the box and its contents were removed.
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Following the morning service June 29, 1958, the congregation of Grace Church went to the
building site of the new church for the service of laying the cornerstone.

5‘1 rnerstone Laid b Luther;a’is —
enwnws at Nmu Structure

The children as well as the grown-ups were interested in the laying of the cornerstone.
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During the next several months, there was much activity in and around the new church being erected at
the corner of Wayne Avenue and Thirteenth Street. Not only were the workmen busy adding the
finishing touches, but members of the church were going in and out in eager anticipation of the
completion of the church building and acquainting themselves with the new structure so different from
the place of worship currently in use. Originally this unusual building was somewhat of a shock to
many of the residents of Waynesboro, but when it was completed and the grounds landscaped, its
striking appearance became a source of local pride.

September 7th, 1958, the last service was held in the old church at the corner of Wayne Avenue and
Eleventh Street. The doors to a place of worship, which had been in use for almost sixty years, were
closed, but many cherished memories associated with this church were carried into the new building.

One week later, on the 14™, the first service was held in the newly completed church. Many of the
furnishings in the church were given as memorials or gifts. A complete list of these gifts may be found
in the church’s Gift and Memorial Book.

— Hholinger Mot
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Although service was held in the new church a week earlier, the real joy of worshiping in the new
sanctuary was experienced on September 21* when the church was dedicated to the Glory of God.
Hearts were filled with praise and thanksgiving as the congregation worshiped in the beautiful new
church, so long a dream, now a reality. A complete account of the dedication is given in the clipping
from the local newspaper.

22



The congregation assembled in front of the church and entered in a body singing, “Open Now Thy Gates
of Beauty”.
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CONCLUSION
September 21, 1058

On this glorious day in the history of our beloved Grace Lutheran
Church, we come with praise and thanksgiving to God for this new build-
ing which He has provided and which we now dedicate to His Service
and Glory.

This new Church is now completed, but our task has only begun. As
we look forward to the day when we will be able to complete the Educa- B
tional Building and then satisfy all debts o the total plant, let us rededi-
cate ourselves to the tagk and to the service of God in countless other =
Ways.

Our work on this building has been one of love and eacrifice. Wa =
fully realize, however, that we have only been the instroments through
which God has worked in the erection of His Church, for “except the T
Lord build the House, they whe build it Iaher in wain "

We acknowledge our ohligation te the 16 faithful servants of God =
whe have served as pastors and supply pastors of this congregation dur-
ing the 65 years of its history, We acknowledge alse our obligation to the =
far greater host of faithful Christians inta whose labors we have entered
and whose foresight made possible the Church of today.

We would express our gratitude to the many members and friends
whose prayers, words of encouragement, material aid, and labors of their
hands have helped in this grear endeavor, Qur praise, thanks, and approc-
iation to the architect, who has so brilliantly designed this building and
untiringly directed its construction. To the contractar and to each and
every man who has worked on this Church we simply say thanlk you for a
ieb well done.

And now we pray God's richest blessing on those who will find this
# gacrod place of worship in the wears to come. If they find that we, by
the help of God, have planned wisely and built well, our labors will b
amply rewarded,
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On April 17, 1960, the organ chimes, a memorial to the late Wesley R. Ely, who had met with a fatal
airplane accident on October 30, 1959 were dedicated. Many people from other denominations were

present for this service.

Wisley K. Ely

13 years sang in fhe choir,
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Lutherans
To Dedicate
New Chimes

Crzan chimes given in Memory

_(of the late Wesley R. Ely will hel.

dedicated tomorrow during the 11

Lutheran Church here.
Funds for the Maas-Rowe Vi-

friends. of Mr. Elv. a inng-hme.
last October in the crash of a

comimereial airliner seven miles)

east of Waynesboro,

~ The chimes, which will be play-
ed tomorrow for the first tima,
are operaled mmugh the organ
manual. They may: later be used
as carillonie bells. Installation
was made by Clarence Roggmann,
a menher of the ehurch Lhmr'am:l

ply Co.
Said tha Rev, Robert L. Hock,
pastor of the ehurch: “Tew men

have ever served Grace Lutheran|

Church, as did Wesley Ely, The
list of eammittee appointments he
held is long and exemplifies the
devotion of a real Christian stew-
‘ard. He was a member of the
| Church Council and for more than

“These new organ chimes were
given as a token of the love and
devotion of his many friends tol

morial te one of His most faithful

All persons who hel make
the memorial possible I?:E& been
invited 1o attend the dedicatory|
servmes

I

a.m. service at Grace Evangelical

brachimes were provided by

an employe of Klamm Organ Sup-|-

Llregiurynfﬁndaaalasmmm--

———member of the church who died—



The new church had been built in such a way than an educational unit could be added when needed and
funds were available.

With the expansion of local plants and new industries moving in, many new people were coming to
Waynesboro to live. As a result, the membership of Grace Church was steadily growing. Already
crowded facilities for Sunday School instruction were presenting a problem. Classes were meeting in
the choir loft, the church kitchen, the storage closet, two in the nave, six in the fellowship hall and
wherever space was found for a few chairs. Knowing that proper instruction was impossible under such
conditions, plans for the educational building were discussed with the hope of adding the new unit in the
near future.

The old church property had been in the hands of real estate agents for several years and was finally sold
March 12, 1962 for the sum of $4,000. The sale paved the way for the construction of the sorely needed
educational building. Plans and estimates were presented to the congregation, and at a called meeting

May 12, 1962 an almost unanimous vote was passed in favor of immediate construction of the new unit.
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Groundbreakmg services were
held at Grace Evangelical Luth-
eran Church yesterday at noon

for the construction of an educa-
tional building.
‘Participating in the special

service of blessing and dedica-
tion of the site were the pastor,
the Rev. Robert L. Hock, and
a number of members of the
congregatlon Mrs. John W. Brown
and Mrs. W. E. Thieroff, two
of the church’s senior members
were the first to break ground,
followed by the church trustees,
Ernest M. East Sr., Dr. Samuel
F. Grove, Charles T. Houff, and
Chal‘les A. Marks. Richard Sheaf-
fer, vice chairman of the council
and Sunday School superintendent,
and Harold G. Via, chairman of
the building committee also used
the spade. -«

* Representatives of the various
‘Sunday - School departments that
w1]1 use the new bulldmg upon

-.GROUNDBREAKING for a new educational
‘building for. the Grace Evangelical Lutheran
Church was held yesterday with the Rev. Rob-
ert L. Hock, pastor, conducting the

Lutherans Break Ground

its completion also participated.

They were Mrs. Ernest M. East, |
Gail »
Miss Beckie|.
;the total church plant upon com-
;|pletion estimated at over $330,000
Richard| |in
Gerlitz, Kindergarten, instructor; |,
and Mrs. Harold Via, Nursery.|

After the various representatives |,

Adult Miss
Johnson,
Parmer, Intermediate; Randy
Gregory, Junior; Miss Douglas

Gum, Primary; Mrs.

Department;
Senior;

and officers broke the ground,
all the members of the Nursery
Department gathered at the site

to “spade” the earth. All mem-|

bers of the congregation partici-
pated in the service by pulling
a blow across the site.

The new Building will be erect-
ed by J. B. Wine and Son, Con-
tractors and’ Milton Grigg, Arch-

itect and construction will -begin |

this week.

Consisting of two floors, built
on the east side of the present
church, which was completed in

1958, the new semi-circular Parish|

will contain' 36 rooms,
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Shown above with Mr. Hock are Mrs. John W.
Brown, left, and Mrs. W. E. Theiroff, two sen-
ior members of the congregation who participat-
ed in the ceremony.

On May 20™, 1962 a special ground breaking ceremony for the educational unit was conducted by
Pastor Hock. J. B. Wine and Son, contractors, started work on the new structure a few days later.

—(News-Virginian Photo)

including 26 classrooms for Nur-
sery through Adult Sunday School,

_{Departments, as well as a large

For Education Building|

assembly room, a separate church
nursery, a crib room, a Sunday
School staff room, four lavatories
for children and two additional
adult lavatories.

This will be the second major
building endeavor for the congre-
gation in the last five years, with

value.

A number of changes will also
be made in the present building,
including air-conditioning for the
sanctuary and choir loft, Fellow-
ship Hall expansion by one-third,

“Ifloor tiling, and the creation of

a church library-conference room.










Classes met for instruction in the new Educational Building May 26, 1963 and each class having its own
spacious and well equipped room for the first time since the organization of the church.

Work on the new unit was not completed until November and on the 24™ of that month the new building
was dedicated by Pastor Hock. Sermon was preached by the Reverend V. A. Moyer.
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After five and a half busy and fruitful years as Pastor of Grace Church, Pastor Hock resigned, effective
January 7, 1964. He accepted a call to Ebenezer Church in Columbia, SC.

Until September, services were conducted in Grace Church by ministers who happened to be available
or by laymen of this church. The Reverend Max Huddle, pastor of Zion-St. James parishes, was most
cooperative during this period offering his services when needed.

In April 1964, the Virginia Synod met in Grace Church. This was the first time this body had met in
Waynesboro. Although currently without a minister, plans were well made and carried through.

The BdSth convoostion of Virgiina Synod wax —————
challenged by its: presédent, D, J. Easther
Bdanrmey, Tt mpove o the respomsibidlities  bBe- ————
Fore ng with the full realization thar we s

the: Chuwch of God,™ 3
B “Mew plans ond a new sense of devetion™ S?Hnd Scenes:
carme  gut of the mesting st Grace Chorch,
| ——— Wiavneshors, Aprl T8, Dr. Maoaoey eaid ak
the closing servica,
B — The coovention of 250 lay and pastoral
delepates and wisitors approved an oxecutive
| — ard recommendation for design of o master
plan  amd  comstructiom of o first phase of =
. developament at Garobine Fumace Yoath Camp
near  Laray costing up bn $100,00

e Richard Sheaffer, vice chadr-
man of the host church ond head of conven-

. Hom arrorg i the paricl Iy
has a0 pastor, sdissts stole for Chaplain F. .
——— Egkert. nlle—=——-




On September 13, 1964, the Reverend George E. Handley who had been serving as Associate Pastor in
Christ Church, York, PA, came to Waynesboro and assumed pastorate of Grace Church.
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- God builds no ch : by His plan
Thit labor has to man:

No spires miraculously arise,

. No little mission from the skies

| Falle on this bleak and barren place

| To be a source of strength and grace;

| The humblest Church demands its price
In human love and sacrifice,

L]

 Man calls the Church the house of God,
. Toward which the toil-stained pilgrims
In search of strength and rest and ho
| Ag blindly through life's mist they gr
' And there God dwells; but it is man

| Who builds the house and draws the plan,
Pays for the mortar and the stone,
That none need seek for God, alone.

| The humblest spire in mortal ken,

1; Where God abides, was built by men;
. And if the Chureh is still to grow
i,' Is still the light of hope to throw

| Across the valley of despair, -
. Men still must build God's house of prayer
" God sends no churches from the skies
Out of men's hearts they must arise.

ﬁ - Edgar Guest
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Three newly installed memorial windows in the chapel were dedicated Sunday, June 11, 1967. One of
these was given by Mrs. Charles T. Houff and friends in memory of her husband. The second was given
by Pastor Robert L. Hock and family in memory of his mother, Mrs. Josephine Long. The third was a
memorial to members of Grace Church, given through the Thanksgiving and Memorial Fund.
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The year 1968 marked the 75" anniversary of Grace Church. During the year, five former pastors of the
church were guest speakers at Sunday morning worship services. A newspaper account of each follows.

Rev. Sehenck
Grace Lutheran
~ Guest Speaker
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|The Rev. Charles T. Sardeson
Grace Lutheran

Former Pastor
Speaks Sunday

A former pastor of Grace
Evangelical Lutheran Church
will be guest speaker at the
B:30 mnd 11 arn, services thig

Clharles T. Sasdeson served the
local church from 1849 1o 1852,

Pastor Sardeson is a graduats
of Washington and Lee Univer
gity, Lutheran Theological Sem-
{nary, aml New College, Edin-

_lhnrﬁi, Scotland. He also served
as

as pastor at Holy Trinity, Buf-
falo, M.%,, and is now pastor of
First Lutheran, Cariisle, Pa, He
iz aglsn a member of the board
of social ministry of the Cen-
tral Penmsylvania Synod.

He iz the suthor of two books,
"'Rediscovering the Words of
Fagth™ and A Fath for Com-
pHested Lives.”

He will yse the topic “Having

Sunday al the church. The Rew. (|-

Program !
{75th anniversary of the church,

The Rev. B. A, Millex

Rev. Miller

Grace Lutheran
Guest Speaker

The Rev. Richard A, Miller]
will be guest speaker st Grdee|.
Evabgelical Lutheran Church
Sunday in a continuation of aj,

-

in oheervance of the|

with former pastors being invit-
ed to return. Mr. Miller was
pastor of the church from 18954
o 1957,

Mr. Miller will preach at the|

8:30 and 11 am. services and
a covered dish congregational|
gupper will be held following

|the latter service.

a Sense of What Is Vital” at]

both services.
—| TFollowing the two services, |l

He is a native of Davenport,
Jowa and was ordained by the
lowa Synod of the United
Luthersn Church in 1845. He ai-
tended Augustana Callege, Rock
Island, Il and Western Semi-
nary, Fremont, Mebr.

Frior to coming te Waynes-
boro he held pastorates ln Jack-
son, Mich. and Detroit, Mich. .
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After serving Grace Church for almost ten years, Pastor Handley resigned in February 1974 to become
an assistant to the president of Virginia Synod. Much was accomplished at Grace Church during the
pastorate of Pastor Handley and it was with reluctance that the congregation accepted his resignation.
He preached his final sermon April 21, 1974 and shortly thereafter moved with his family to Roanoke.

The News-Virginian ... ve mees. aomo s, o0

Rev. Handley Honored at Grace Lutheran

The Rer. Ceorge E. Handbsy,
pastor of Orace Evengelical
Lutheran Chureh from 1864 o
18574, will be the onored: guest
At the church Sunday.

This servics is the conlinuing
pelebratlon of Grace's 100th an-
niversary. Handley will be ihe

eacherat the |1 &m. service.

is wife, Mironm, and children,
will ahzee In the celebraticon ol
this reunton.

Handley held lhe longest te-
e @l Grace Church, and his
pastorate was marked with
many signifleant accamplish-
ments, highitghted by the ea-
tablishment of United Church
Mursery in the educational
wing. irlem was much In-
valved o dbhe musical aspect af
thhe church's minisiry.

Educated In the Lutheran
Theological Seminary. in Phi-

ladelpha, Handlcy was ordained
n 1256 and servexd In chueches
I the Viegin [slands, Mew Yorl
and Pennsybvania before coming
o Waynesboro. He el Grace
Church to beoome asalstant to
the president, Virginla Synod,
and then secrebany (o the synod
and administrative coordinator,
MNortheast Region. Evangelical
Lutheran Church o Auoaverica,
lrcibed In Philaddelphia. He re-
malns active ln synodical and
churchwide scitvitica and has
writien boolks oo Chrislian Pas
rendlng and Virginia Luthemmn
hiatory.

Ericnds of Handley and his
family are Inviled to worship
with the congn ton of Grace
Lutheranm an atay for =@
coveiod-dish meal following the
seryioe.
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August 15, 1974, Robert J. Richards began his pastorate at Grace
Church. Prior to coming to Waynesboro, he had completed a year

of training in Pastoral Care and Counseling at the Menninger
Foundation in Topeka, Kansas. He had also completed the Master
of Sacred Theology degree counseling at Dubuque Seminary in lowa.

Rev. B, 1 Richords

September 25, 1976, the Reverend V. A. Moyer, a former member of Grace Church who entered the
ministry in 1939, was installed as President of the Virginia Synod. Services for this occasion were held
in the Baptist Church since the seating capacity of the sanctuary of that church was greater than that of
Grace Church. Dr. Robert J. Marshall, president of LCA, presided at this beautiful and impressive
service. A reception followed in the fellowship hall of Grace Church.

W dodestd
or. Robert f; Marshall, LEA pras
grilly. this Rev. Vil A Moyer: a8 Y-

g=ix et purm.idon"l-l

September 17, 1978 an appropriate service was held commemorating twenty years in the present church.
At this service, a new dossel was dedicated as a memorial to Ray Seachrist who had met a tragic death
some months previous.

November 19, 1978 a thankful congregation celebrated the burning of the building mortgage during the

morning worship service. Pastor Richards conducted the service offering prayers of dedication and
thanksgiving.
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A}fter serving as pastor of Grace Church ten years, the Reverend Robert J. Richards resigned September
6", 1984.

Although Grace Church was without a resident pastor for almost a year following Pastor Richards’
resignation, services were held each Sunday. The president of the Virginia Synod appointed a supply

minister for each Sunday. During the interim, the Reverend Robert Humphrey, pastor of Zion parish
served as Vice Pastor.

Having accepted a call to become pastor of Grace Church, The Reverend Glenn L. London, Jr. and

family moved to Waynesboro June 15, 1958. Previous to coming to Waynesboro, Pastor London had
served several parishes in the Virginia Synod.

The Her. Glenn Lo Lomdom Jr.

The Rev. London
Will Speak
At Grace Linherarn

Groce Lutwean Chorch willl
vanbinueg jts celebralicn &b s
130 anniversary yoar Hj' hl'l'

P i

minlsler Sun
1..,,;1‘?“ served Orace
Chorch from 1865 umntid L_E'I-Bﬂlht
He 1% curren r
Lutheran ?ryurd.% Re-
in Brintol.
o i London Teceived his
baclelors d al Leplor

P e ok nm-m'ﬂ{r.?g:

Lastheran Shut.hmt Seqndnony ln

He hma uanh!d. parishes al

November 6™ was a memorable date in the history of Grace Church. This marked the ninetieth
anniversary of this church. Former pastors were invited to attend this celebration. Three were present,
two others had commitments elsewhere and could not attend. Former members, no longer living in
Waynesboro were also invited, a number returned for this special occasion.
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Saturday evening, November 5™, a banquet was held in the fellowship hall. A bountiful dinner was
served after which a most enjoyable evening was spent with Grace members and guests greeting one
another and recalling past memories. A special feature of the evening was a severe “roasting” of the
pastors present by the masters of ceremonies, James Lunger and Fred Meier.

Sunday evening, November 6", Bishop V. A. Moyer, a ministerial son of Grace Church, was guest
speaker. Former pastors participated in some way in the service. Following the service a reception
honoring the pastors and guests was held in the fellowship hall.

THE MEWS-VIRGINLAN. “Wayne

Grace Evangelical Lutheran
Honors Two Ministerial ‘Sons’

The Rews. Virgil A. Moyer Jr.
Aand Roger S. Kluttz, ministerial
"mons" of Grace Lutheran
Churech, will be the honored
guesis leading the church dur-
ing Sunday’s services.
A receplion will be held in
thelr honor. r
Friends are invited to wel-
come and honor “Buck,” now 3 £
retired in Roanoke, and Roger, =t
pastor of Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church in enville.

Rev. Roger S. Kluttz

OHON

WEEKEND

e | | (28, «SEAF

September 7, 1986 was known as the “Reverend Roger S. Klutz day” at Grace Church. Roger was a
member of Grace Church when he entered the ministry in 1957. During his more than 25 years of
ministerial service, he has been pastor of several parishes and has served in various capacities in the
Virginia Synod. On “his day” at Grace Church he was guest preacher at the 11:00 a.m. service.
Following the service, lunch and a fellowship period were enjoyed in the social hall.

At present he is serving the Wytheville, VA parish.

September 1, 1988 was a very special day at Grace Lutheran Church. This day was known as “The
Reverend V. A. Moyer Appreciation Day”. V. A. was a son of Grace Church and was ordained October
7, 1945 in Grace Church.
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Two young men from Grace Church have entered into full time Christian service. The Reverend V. A.
Moyer, at the time of this writing, is assistant to J. Luther Mauney, President of Virginia Synod. Roger
S. Klutz is pastor of Abingdon Lutheran Church.

A complete record of his service in the Virginia Synod, from his ordination until his retirement in 1988,
of the events of V. A. Moyer Day may be found in the back of this book.

In 1981, Janice Marie Ely, a daughter of Grace Church, entered the Lutheran Seminary in Gettysburg;
and received her Masters in Divinity in June of 1986. She was ordained in Grace Church March 6,
1988.

At present (1988), she is Pastor of The Church of the Living Word, Columbus, MD.

May 17, 1990 was the date Linda S. Mitchell, daughter of Norah and Jesse Mitchell of Grace Church,
was ordained at St. Andrews Roman Catholic Church, Roanoke, VA. She entered the Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, SC in June 1986 and received her Masters Degree in May
1990. She is at present (1992) Associate Pastor of Christ Lutheran Church, Roanoke, VA.

‘Daughters’ of Grace Lutheran
To Return for Special Service

Loaodh, orem “The Rev. Mitchell Ls the
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Sirs, |, F. Baword (left) sccepts a cibntpon
foam M, W, K. Martin, wirship amal masdio
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Historical Marker

Mrs, E. M. East 5S¢, {leff) and mrs. Sylvester E. Hankey,
long-time members of Grace Evangeiical Lutheran Church,
stop by the marker dedicated yesterday in the church an-
niversary observances, The identification stone i5 from the
church that once stood at the corner of Eleventh 5t and
Wayne Ave, Brick and slate used in the marker were from
the bullding as well. The marker, located south of the main
entrance to the church, was glven to honor and memorialize
members of the East and Hankey famllies by thase families.
{N-V Photo by Nichobs}

THE HISTORICAL MARKER, constructed of brick =nd
stone from the original Grace Evangelical Luth-
eran Church. located at the southeast corner of
Wayne Avenue and Eleventh Street from 189% uncil
1076, is dedicated at this service to the glory
of God in memory of Sylvester E. Hankey by Mrs,
Hankey, family and friends.

THE PLAQUE to be placed on the above merker is
given by Nancy E. Etter snd E. M. East, Jr., in
honor of thelr mother and in memory of thedir
father, Mr. and Mrs. E. M. Eest, Sr.
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of the two churches. Observing are the Rev.
Louis Fracher (left), rector of St. John's, and
the Rev. George E. Handley, pastor of Grace
Lutheran.

(N-V Photo by Dozier)
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The followlng letter contalns Pastor Humphrey’s acceptance of
the call from Grace Church. He read the letter durlng the

service on March 4th.
Q000000000000000000000

The Members of Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
¢/o Mr. Richard D. Tomsy, President

500 South Wayne Avenue

Waynesboro, Virginia 22980

Dsar Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

It waes with & tremendous sense of humility that I received
neve of your vote on Sunday February 18, 1990. By your actien
& "call"™ has been issued to me. You have said, in easaence,
that after much prayer and deliberation it is your belief and
desire that I should serve as pastor to this congregation.
What a deep honor to beatow on one of your own memberal

What a wonderful and awesome invitation you issued. It is
truly wonderful im that God is at work and the potential for
dynamic and exciting ministry together is very real. It 1is
avesome in the awareness that I bring only my limited
personal and professionel gifts. Like Luther, I confess that
left to myself, I will surely fail. But I am not alone, I
have a strong personal faith im the power of God snd the
combined faith end talents you offer, as partners with me in
this ministry. Surely, great things can and will happenl

It is with great joy and anticipation, therefore, that I
accept and agree with your sense of "call". By the grace of
God, and with your support in stewardship and prayer, I will
Gerve as pastor to Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church.

1 plan to begin my service to you in this capacity on Easter
Sunday, April 15, 1990. I ecan think of no better time than
the Resurrection of our Lord to begin this jourmey together.
I give thanks to God for you and implore your prayers for our

mutual ministry.

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirje; sincerely yours,

# tor
1 Marc

F. Humphrey, M.Div.

cc: Bishop -Richard F, Bansemer, D.D.
Joan HRufe
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ke Rev, Robert F. Humphrey
pecently installed as the pas-
f Grace Evangelical Lutheran
gch al o special scrvice.
e service was presided over
@ Rev, Richand F. Bansemer,
bishop of the Wirginia Syn-
E slical Lutheran Church

The Rev, Robert F. Humphrey was recently in-

alied as pastor of Grace Evangelical Lutheran
oh at a special service. Presiding at the cere-
ny {from lef) are Bisnop Richard F. Bansemeer
Virginia Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church of
srica: Pastor John Darrick, dean of Souihem

“hurch Installs Rev. R.F. Humphrey

Pastor Installed

Ine Congr

[rstallatian,

Synod.

Asgisting in the mstallation
wert Richard DL Tomey, prosideant
of the Comgregation Council and
Joan Rufe, chairperson of the Call
Commites,

Waorship assistants for the les-
soms and the symbels of the office
were the Eev, Richard E.T.

Jorgensen Jr., pastor of Zion
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Vallay Conierenca ol the Virginia Synod: Robert &,
Humphrey, new pastor of Grace Eva{ngpﬂtﬁ
Lutheran Church: Richard O, Tamay, presidentol
egation Gouncil. Waynestaro De
*Pete” Gilesen (right) was present at the

Dil. AR.
{N-V Photo by Moses}

N. Scoggin of Vallcy Hﬂﬁ
Counseling Center; Burbra T,
Humphrey, member of Grace
Luthernn Church; Fobin Croe der,
vice president of council; Pegg
Johnson, council member; Mar

garer Lunger, youth council mam-.
ber; Gall Johnsen, superimenden
of Sunday church school; Joan
Shook, Mutnal Ministry commit-

tee and Doring Gum, Waorship and
busic commiiice. o

an
Women of ELCA wis hald in the
fellowihip hall following the
STV
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- Mrs. A. G. Henkel gave a window in memory of her brother, George Hottel and one in
memory of Nannie Henkel.
- The lovely window above the altar was given by the Sunday School.

The following group of ten personal charter members of Grace Church (1893) were:
- Dr. A. C. Fox, a practicing physician
- Miss Emma Thomas
- Mrs. John Brower
- Mrs. J. W. Lobban
- Phillip Killian
- 0. D. Henkel
- Mr. and Mrs. A. G. Henkel
- Mr. and Mr. C. P Garber

Ministers who have served Grace Church since her organization in 1893 were:
- Rev.J. D. Schenck Nov. 24, 1893 April 1, 1894
- Rev. E. A. Shenk April 1, 1894* November 1, 1898
- Rev. W. R. Brown January 1, 1899 April 22, 1900
- Rev.J. O. Glenn June 1, 1900 September 1, 1900
- Rev. E. C. Cronk January 1, 1901 October 5, 1903*
- Rev.Y Von A. Riser March 1, 1903 May 2, 1906
- Rev. J. G. Graichen January 1, 1907 June 10, 1911
- Rev.J. F. Bruch November 1, 1911 1915
- Rev. E. L. Ritchie 1916 1922
- Rev. Chas. F. Steck DD Otober 15, 1923 April 1, 1934*
- Rev. Alfred R. Shumate February 1, 1937 April 1, 1943
- Rev. Robert J. Schenck January 1, 1944 January 10, 1949
- Rev. Charles L. Sardeson February 1, 1944 August 30, 1952
- Rev. Richard A. Miller April 13, 1953 February 1, 1957
- Rev. Robert L. Hock June 15, 1958 January 7, 1964*
- Rev. George E. Handley September 13, 1964 April 21, 1974
- Rev. Robert J. Richards August 15, 1974 September 5, 1984

- Rev. Glenn L. London, Jr. June 15, 1985 1989
- Rev. Robert F. Humphrey April 15, 1990 2010
- Rev. James E. Koepke Director of Youth

* Correction to dates per plaques
EA Shenk — 18951898
EC Cronk — 1901-1902
JF Bruch - 1912-1915
CF Steck - 1923-1933
RL Hock - 1958-1963
Ministers who have served Grace Church since her organization in 1893 were:

- Rev. J. D. Schenck 11/24/1893 04/01/1894
- Rev. E. A. Shenk 04/01/1894 11/01/1898
- Rev. W. R. Brown 01/01/1899 04/22/1900
- Rev.]J. O. Glenn 06/01/1900 09/01/1900
- Rev. E. C. Cronk 01/01/1901 10/05/1903
- Rev. Y Von A. Riser 03/01/1903 05/02/1906
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Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

J. G. Graichen

J. F. Bruch

E. L. Ritchie

Chas. F. Steck D.D.
Alfred R. Shumate
Robert J. Schenck
Charles L. Sardeson
Richard A. Miller
Robert L. Hock
George E. Handley
Robert J. Richards
Glenn L. London, Jr.
Robert F. Humphrey
James E. Koepke

01/01/1907
11/01/1911

1916
10/15/1923
02/01/1937
01/01/1944
02/01/1944
04/13/1953
06/15/1958
09/13/1964
08/15/1974
06/15/1986
04/15/1990

Director of Youth
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06/10/1911

1915

1922
04/01/1934
04/01/1943
01/10/1949
08/30/1952
01/01/1957
01/07/1964
04/21/1974
09/05/1984

1989
04/04/2010



