
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Sunday of Christmas 
 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 
December 29, 2019 

 
“ A Community of Servants Sharing in the  

Word and Work of Jesus” 



2 

 

Holy Communion 
 

(Based on Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting One) 
 

Congregational responses are in bold print 
 
 

Welcome to Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church!  There are four key parts to our Worship Service: we  
GATHER before our God to prepare to worship, and bring ourselves and all that we are before God.  Then  
we hear the WORD of God; we share the four Bible Readings with at least one billion other Christians around  
the world each Sunday!  And we hear that word proclaimed through the Sermon, confess our faith in the God 
whose Grace we hear about in the Word, and offer our prayers to God, for the sake of the Church, the World,  
and each other in our needs and joys.  We then share in the MEAL of Holy Communion, offering ourselves  
and what we have to God, and then discovering God's love and forgiveness as we receive Christ's Body  
and Blood through the bread and wine.  Finally we are SENT, the shortest but perhaps most important part  
of worship, because it is THEN that we live out our Faith and what we believe about God's Grace and Love,  
and how it makes us a blessing in this world as we share it.  
 

During worship, you'll notice parts of the service in regular type, which are spoken/prayed by various worship  
leaders.  Then there are parts the you and the rest of the congregation respond and/or pray in bold type.  All  
of us are participants as we worship God!  When asked to stand, please do so as you are able.  As Jesus  
welcomed all in the crowds who gathered around him, so he welcomes us. 

 
 

 
 

 
Gloria Patri 
 
Congregation and Choir Sing 

 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the  
beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end. Amen.  
 
Welcome and Announcements  
 
The congregation stands. 

 
Prelude:  “ 
 
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
                 

Gathering 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, ☩ one God,  
Love from the beginning, 
Word made flesh, 
Breath of heaven. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sinfulness before God and one another, 
trusting in God’s endless mercy and love. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Amen. 
 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we are not perfect. 
We have said and done things we regret. 
We have tried to earn your redeeming grace, 
while denying it to others. 
We have resisted your call 
to be your voice in the world. 
Forgive us, loving God. 
Give us your righteousness, 
the strength to put aside our failures, 
and the courage to try again. Amen. 
 

Dear people of God, hear the good news: 
Christ the Savior is born! 
You are loved and forgiven 
in the name of ☩ Jesus, who has come among us. 
You are freed from proving that you deserve to be loved, 
because God’s love is given to you 
as the most precious gift of all. 
Rejoice in this love and share it with the world. 
Amen 
 
Gathering Song: “Angels, From the Realms of Glory”  #275, Verses 1,2,4; Page 4 
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Greeting 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
Kyrie 
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Canticle of Praise 
 
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”              #270, Verses 1,3 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Let us pray. 
 
O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you protected  
the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus  
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The congregation is seated. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
First Reading: Isaiah 63:7-9  
 
A reading from Isaiah: 
 
 7I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, 
  the praiseworthy acts of the LORD, 
 because of all that the LORD has done for us, 
  and the great favor to the house of Israel 
 that he has shown them according to his mercy, 
  according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
 8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 
  children who will not deal falsely”; 
 and he became their savior 
  9in all their distress. 
 It was no messenger or angel 
  but his presence that saved them; 
 in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
  he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Word 
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Psalm:  “Let All Together Praise Our Lord”    #287 Verses 1,3,5 
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Second Reading:  Hebrews 2:10-18 
 
A reading from Hebrews: 
 
10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children  
to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11For the one  
who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not 
ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12saying,  
 
 “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, 
  in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 
13And again, “I will put my trust in him.” 
And again,  
 “Here am I and the children whom God has given me.” 
 
14Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same  
things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the 
devil, 15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 16For it is 
clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 17Therefore he had  
to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and  
faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the  
people. 18Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are 
being tested. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 
 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”               #279 Verse 1 
 

The congregation stands. 
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Gospel: Matthew 2:13-23 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew: 
 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13Now after [the wise men] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
“Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you;  
for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14Then Joseph got up, took the child 
and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This 
was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called 
my son.” 
 
16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent  
and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according  
to the time that he had learned from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what had been spoken 
through the prophet Jeremiah: 
 18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
  wailing and loud lamentation, 
 Rachel weeping for her children; 
  she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
 
19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt  
and said, 20“Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who  
were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother,  
and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in  
place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he  
went away to the district of Galilee. 23There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so  
that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The congregation is seated. 
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Children’s Sermon                    Pastor Paul Pingel 
 

Following the Children's Sermon, children ages 3-9 are invited to attend Children's Church, which is held on  
the same floor as this worship space in the Library, and Chapel.  Here the children will learn more about the  
same Bible readings as were heard in worship, and will be taught songs and about the way we worship.   
Children's Church will return to worship around the time of the Sharing of the Peace, in order to take part in  
Holy Communion.   
 

NOTE: The Nursery is available for children age 5 and under as the Worship Service begins.  Children  
under 5 not attending Children's Church will have the Nursery available throughout the Worship Service.  
(As always, parents may choose to have their children remain with them in worship.) Children 10 and over  
will join in regular Worship.  

 
Sermon                     Pastor Paul Pingel 
   

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 
Hymn of the Day: “That Boy-Child of Mary”    #293, Verses 1-4; Page 13 
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Nicene Creed 
 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

A brief silence. 
Each portion of the prayers end with these or similar words 
 

Gathered with all who seek the Christ child, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who  
are in need. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
 

Into your gracious hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your steadfast mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 

Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, saying, “Peace be with you” 
 

The congregation is seated. 

 
Offering 
 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
 

Please place visitor cards and communion cards in the offering plate. 
 
Anthem 
 
The congregation stands  
 

The Ushers bring the offering to the Altar, as we sing 

    

Meal 
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“Love Has Come”          #292, Verses 1,3 
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Offering Prayer 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Generous God, you have given us life, this community, and these gifts of the earth 
that become the meal of your grace.  Move in our hearts, that we might use your gifts 
to bring hope and blessing wherever we go, through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
Preface 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks  
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  In the wonder  
and mystery of the Word, made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant  
vision of your glory, that beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God  
whom we cannot see.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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“Angels We Have Heard on High’                #289, Verse 1 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke it,  
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for  you.  Do this  
for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after super, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying:  This cup  
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.   
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 
Lord's Prayer 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 
 

Love has come:  God’s love for all people. 
Come and eat, for Christ invites you. 
Thanks Be To God. 
 

The congregation may be seated.  
 
 

Holy Communion 
 

OUR LORD BIDS YOU WELCOME TO THIS HOLY MEAL! At the table of our Lord Jesus Christ, God nourishes 
faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the Gospel.  Here we receive Christ’s body and blood and  
God’s gifts of forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation to be received by faith for the strengthening of faith.  In this  
sacrAmen.t the crucified and risen Christ is present, giving his true body and blood as food and drink. This real  
presence is a mystery. Admission to the SacrAmen.t is by invitation of the Lord — regardless of Church  
denomination — to those who are baptized. (Taken from the ELCA statement on worship. The Use and Means  
of Grace ©1997) 
 

Communion Distribution: One communion team will serve the left side of the nave; another team will serve  
those on the right.  You are invited to come to the altar by the center aisle; take an empty individual glass (or  
filled grape juice glass) available at the railing, and proceed to the railing, filling in from the center out toward  
the side aisle.  As you receive the bread and wine, the following is announced: : 
 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

Amen. 
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As the ministers commune the congregation may sing the following: 
 

 
 
 
Communion Hymns: 
 

“Away in a Manger”                       Hymn #277, Page 22 

“Cold December Flies Away”      Hymn #299, Page 23 

“What Child Is This”                Hymn #296, Page 24 
 

After all have returned to their places, the congregation stands. 
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The Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Emmanuel, God with us, you grace us with life and breath and give us bread for the  
journey.  Send us out in service to this world that you love, telling the amazing news  
of your coming to be Savior and Lord of all. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 
Blessing 
 
Grace from God’s own heart, 
peace from the ☩ Child in the manger, 
and strength from the Spirit of life 
be blessings for you today and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Sending Song: “Go Tell It on the Mountain”     Hymn #290, Page 26 
 
Dismissal 
 
Christ is born! 
Go tell it on the mountain and everywhere. 
Thanks be to God. 
  
Postlude 
 
 
Portions of this liturgy are from Sundays and Seasons. com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20403.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Sending 
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The Chancel Flowers today are given to the  
glory of God 

Thanks to Our Worship Assistants Today 
 

Assisting Minister:    Ron Almarode 

Communion Assistants: Tripp Franklin and Bill Meicke 

Ushers:             Jack Eckstrom, Carrie Jones, Brad Keefer, 

  and David Proctor 

Offering Stewards: Pat Brady and Bob Shumate 

Acolyte:                                     Quinn Franklin 

Cup Gatherer: Thea Franklin 

Altar Guild: TBD 

Nursery Caregivers: Susie Driskill and Jean Morgan 

Altar Flowers: Open 

Council Person of the Week: Pete Giesen 

Next Sunday’s Schedule and Lessons 
January 5, 2020 

 
Second Sunday of Christmas 

 

Holy Communion  
10:00 a.m. 

Pastor Paul Pingel, Preaching & Presiding 
Jeremiah 31:7-14 
Psalm 147:12-20 
Ephesians 1:3-14 

John  1:1-18 
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Prayer Request for Members (Remain on List for 4 weeks*) 
Beth Ann Doerring  Barbara Susen 

 
 Prayer Request for Relatives/Friends (Remain on List for 4 weeks*) 

Mary Bednarczyk, Mother of Jean Franklin 
Nekoda Clayton, Nephew of Cori Blosser 

Nick Gardner, Nephew of Lisa Gray 
Richard Smith, Friend of Kathryn Johnson 

 
 

Members/Friends Celebrating (Remain on List for 4 weeks*) 
Birth of Clair Alyce Prilenski on December 2, Granddaughter of Larry & Jackie Meeks 

 
 

Ongoing Need for Prayer for Members (Please advise of status changes) 
Liz Ann Binns Fred Brower Jean Brower 
Marie Brown Nancy Fitzgerald Sandra R. Hoy 
Sandy Johnson Bob and Carol Knemoller Peggy Lucas 
Janet Lunger  Glenn and Flossie Myers 

 
 

Ongoing Need for Prayer for Relatives/Friends (Please advise of status changes) 
Delmar Carlson, Brother-in-Law of Chuck Goodrich 

Lisa Dofflemeyer, Daughter of Linda Tomey 
Kyle Getler, Member Relative 

Bobby Haywood, Friend of Trauschts 
Bruce Joleaud, Mike Trauscht’s Brother-In-Law  

Katherine Lambertson, Daughter of Hal Aaslestad 
Maxine Pierce, Mother of Cindy Trauscht 
Joshua Scott, Friend of the Jones Family 

Krista Traynor and Her Children, Daughter of the Proctors 
Keith Weller, Son of Wellers 

 
 

Please print your new prayer concerns before worship on the sheet in the white notebook  located in the back of our Worship 
area. Please ask ushers if you need assistance. Names on the prayer list will remain on for four weeks, in an effort to 
keep the prayer list current to the life of Grace congregation and the community and world around us.  If the need is longer 

term, please notify the church office, and the person in need will be transferred to the "Ongoing Need for Prayer" list. 
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Members/Friends Grieving 
Family of Yesenia Cruz, Friend of Brian Lundstrom 

Family of Jeff Eagle, Brother-in-Law of Nancy Schwiesow 
Family of George Handley, Former Grace Pastor 

Family of Eloise Hartzell, Aunt of Schwiesows 
Family of Tessa Majors, Friend of the Crowders 
Family of Ed Simpson, Brother of Wilda Keefer 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving for Congregation Members Throughout the Year 
Zachary Bandy Patrick Brady Jenna Smith 

 
 
The Needs of the World  The Church  
The Homeless in our area, and the work of  The Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 WARM, as the Cold Weather Shelter opens  of Jordan and the Holy Land  
Our stewardship of Creation in the midst of  Congregations participating in the  
 Climate Crisis  WARM Cold Weather Shelter this year  
New Zealand Volcanic Eruption Our Lutheran brothers and Sisters at  
Peace on Earth, peace among nations  Zion, St. James, Bethlehem  
The United States of America and its   and Bethany 
 leaders - President, Congress and 
 Judiciary 
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Announcements 
 

The Waynesboro Area Refuge Ministry (WARM) is currently doing a 
fundraiser to obtain operating funds for their 2020 programs.  The 
WARM ministry operates both the Cold Weather Shelter that rotates 
from church to church from November 25 to April 12 and the year  
round program at the Ruth’s WARM House.  There is a display board 

with 100 envelopes on the board in the Narthex.  Each envelope has a dollar amount on it  
ranging from $1 to $100.  Please take the envelope with the dollar amount of your choice and 
write a check; made payable to Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church for the amount on the  
envelope.....of course you can give more.  Place your contribution in the envelope and drop it 
into the collection plate.  The fundraiser will run from Jan. 5 thru Feb. 2.  Please be in prayerful 
consideration on lending your financial support and helping someone have a WARM and safe 
place to sleep. 
 
Volunteers Needed for WARM’s Cold Weather Shelter February 3 to 10—Grace will be  
hosting the WARM’s Cold Weather Shelter the week of February 3rd to 10th and we need  
volunteers to support and staff the shelter at Grace.  Help is needed for check in host from  
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and overnight hosts from 9:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. This year we will need 
only one overnight host per night of operation. New this year, WARM is asking for one  
overnight host from Grace to help staff the overflow shelter site during our shelter week. The 
hosts take turns sleeping during the evening with one host staying awake at all times. The  
check- in hosts assist WARM staff with nightly registration and other tasks.  Please contact  
Jerry Kite at 910-3372 or jerrykite@ntelos.net if you have questions or would like to volunteer. 
Please see the signup sheets on the table in the back of our church. 
 
 

Our next Grace Evangelical Lutheran/Christ Tabernacle Church of God  
in Christ event!!  Sunday, January 19, 2020 we will share in a time of  
fellowship and unity in Christ with Christ Tabernacle Church of God in Christ, 
here at Grace, time TBA.  We'll be sharing with each other our Lutheran and 
Church of God in Christ heritages, and share in a potluck meal where both 
congregations will bring their best to share the foods of our cultures - an  
Informative, Fun, and Delicious time together, as we continue to grow in  

friendship in Christ!!  Put Sunday afternoon, January 19, 2020 on your calendars! 

mailto:jerrykite@ntelos.net
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Day of Week Date Time Meeting 

TODAY—SUNDAY 
 

12/29 

 
 
 

10:00 a.m.  

No Sunday School 
 

First Sunday of Christmas 
Holy Communion 

Pastor Paul Pingel, Preaching and Presiding 

Monday 12/30 . No School 

Tuesday 12/31  

Nancy Dowdy Vacation— 
Carolyn Hite in Church Office 

 

No School 
 

New Year’s Eve 

Wednesday 01/01  
New Year’s Day 

 

Church Office Closed 

Thursday 01/02  No School 

Friday 01/03  No School 

Sunday 01/05 

9:00 a.m. 
 
 

10:00 a.m.  

Sunday School  
 

Second Sunday of Christmas 
Holy Communion 

Pastor Paul Pingel, Preaching and Presiding 

Life of Grace Church 
December 29, 2019—January 5, 2020 

Monday 
Psalm 119:17-32 
Amos 7:1-6 
Colossians 1:27—2:7 
 
Tuesday 
Psalm 119:17-32 
Amos 8:13—9:4 
1 John 2:1-6 
 
Wednesday 
Psalm 119:17-32 
Amos 9:5-15 
John 6:41-51 

Thursday 
Psalm 85 
Hosea 4:1-19 
Acts 1:15-20 
 
Friday 
Psalm 85 
Hosea 5:1-15 
Acts 2:22-36 
 
Saturday 
Psalm 85 
Hosea 1:11—2:15 
Luke 8:22-25 

Daily 
Lectionary 
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Members of Grace, Ministers 

 

Linda Meyer, President 

Gordon Putnam, Vice President 

Zach Bandy, Holly Carper, Pete Giesen,  

Kim Hull, Gail Johnson, Kathryn Johnson,  

Carrie Jones, Jerry Kite, and  

Rudolph Yobs 

Deloris Wertman, Secretary 

Ron Almarode, Treasurer 

Donna Marshall, Assistant Treasurer 

Charles Goodrich, Financial Secretary 

 

Rev. Paul Pingel, Pastor 

Mike Myers, Organist, Director of Music 

Nancy Dowdy, Administrative Secretary 

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. (lunch 12:00 - 12:30) - Monday - Thursday;  

8:30 a.m.—Noon - Friday 

facebook.com/gelc.elca twitter.com/gelc_elca 

youtube.com/GraceEvangelicalLutheranChurchWaynesboro 

Internet:  www.gracewaynesboro.org   Email:  gracelc@lumos.net 

Telephone:  540.949.6171  Fax:  540.949.0940 


