
  

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church  
April 2, 2023 

 
 

“Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we are a vibrant  
congregation that shares the love of Christ with each other,  

the community, and the world.”  
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Holy Communion 
Based on Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Three 

Congregational responses are in bold print 
 

 

We welcome all our visitors, members, friends and family to this wonderful evening of light, music, the  
Holy Word and fellowship.  We gather each week to  worship, study and share fellowship so we can  

joyfully serve others. We especially welcome those new to our worship. If you are looking for a church  
home, we would love to tell you more about Grace! Please fill in a visitor card and place  it in the offering 
plate. We ask that all who commune fill in a communion card. We have Gluten Free Communion Wafers  

available please inform Communion Assistant of your need. 
 

We have 4 assisted listening units that are simple to operate. They consist of a small unit with an  
earpiece and volume control, each unit is replaced after each use. See the ushers to use one today. 

 

Restrooms:  Located to your left as you face the rear of the church. 
 

During worship, you'll notice parts of the service in regular type, which are spoken/prayed by various  
worship leaders.  Then there are parts the you and the rest of the congregation respond and/or pray in  

bold type.  All of us are participants as we worship God!  When asked to stand, please do so as you  
are able.  As Jesus welcomed all in the crowds who gathered around him, so he welcomes us. 

 
 
 
 

The presiding minister concludes the procession. 

 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.   
 
Anthem: “Ain’t No Rock Gonna Shout For Me” Larson 

Men’s Choir 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and meditate  
on the salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial and resurrection, let us pray. 
 
 

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to  
take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his  
obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns  
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Gathering 
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A reading from Psalms:  Psalm 31:9-16 
 

 
 9Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am in distress; 
 my eye wastes away from grief, my soul and body also. 
 10For my life is spent with sorrow, and my years with sighing; 
 my strength fails because of my misery, and my bones waste away. 
 11I am the scorn of all my adversaries, a horror to my neighbors, 
 an object of dread to my acquaintances; those who see me in the street flee from me. 
 12I have passed out of mind like one who is dead; I have become like a broken vessel. 
 13For I hear the whispering of many — terror all around! — as they scheme together against me, 
 as they plot to take my life. 
 14But I trust in you, O LORD; I say, "You are my God." 
 15My times are in your hand; deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors. 
 16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.  
 
 
 
 
 

Word 
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Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11 
 

5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God 
 as something to be exploited, 
7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, even death on a cross. 
 
9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name 
 that is above every name, 
10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, 
 in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
 to the glory of God the Father. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel:  Matthew 26:14— Matthew 27:66 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew:              
 

Pastoral Introduction 
 

Glory to you O Lord. 
 

14One of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15and said,  
“What will you give me if I betray him to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of silver. 
16And from that moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray him. 
 

17On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where do  
you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 18He said, “Go into 
the city to a certain man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is near; I will keep  
the Passover at your house with my disciples.’ ” 19So the disciples did as Jesus had  
directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal. 
 

20When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; 21and while they were eating, he  
said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 22And they became greatly distressed and  
began to say to him one after another, “Surely not I, Lord?” 23He answered, “The one who  
has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24The Son of Man goes as it is  
written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have  
been better for that one not to have been born.” 25Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Surely  
not I, Rabbi?” He replied, “You have said so.” 
 

26While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave  
it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27Then he took a cup, and after  
giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you.” 28for this is my blood of the  
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you, I will never again  
drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 
 

30When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.  
 

31Then Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters because of me this night; for it is  
written, 
 

‘I will strike the shepherd, 
and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 
 

32But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” 33Peter said to him, “Though all  
become deserters because of you, I will never desert you.” 34Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell  
you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” 35Peter said to him, 
“Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And so said all the disciples.  
 

Continued 



6 

 

36Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit 
here while I go over there and pray.” 37He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, 
and began to be grieved and agitated. 38Then he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to 
death; remain here, and stay awake with me.” 39And going a little farther, he threw himself on 
the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I 
want but what you want.” 40Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he  
said to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? 41Stay awake and pray that  
you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  
42Again he went away for the second time and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless  
I drink it, your will be done.” 43Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were 
heavy. 44So leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same 
words. 45Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking  
your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of  
sinners. 46Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.”  
 

47While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd  
with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48Now the betrayer 
had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.” 49At once he came  
up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. 50Jesus said to him, “Friend, do  
what you are here to do.” Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him.  
51Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave  
of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 52Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its 
place; for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 53Do you think that I cannot appeal  
to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? 54But how  
then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?” 55At that hour  
Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though  
I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. 56But  
all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the  
disciples deserted him and fled.  
 

57Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house the 
scribes and the elders had gathered. 58But Peter was following him at a distance, as far as  
the courtyard of the high priest; and going inside, he sat with the guards in order to see how  
this would end. 59Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for false testimony 
against Jesus so that they might put him to death, 60but they found none, though many false 
witnesses came forward. At last two came forward 61and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to 
destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.’ ” 62The high priest stood up and said,  
 
Continued 
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“Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?” 63But Jesus was silent. Then 
 the high priest said to him, “I put you under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God.” 64Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, 
 

From now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of  
Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

 

65Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has blasphemed! Why do we still need  
witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. 66What is your verdict?” They answered,  
“He  deserves death.” 67Then they spat in his face and struck him; and some slapped him,  
68saying, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck you?”  
 

69Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and said, “You  
also were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70But he denied it before all of them, saying, “I do not  
know what you are talking about.” 71When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw 
him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 72Again he  
denied it with an oath, “I do not know the man.” 73After a little while the bystanders came up  
and said to Peter, “Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 74Then  
he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do not know the man!” At that moment the cock 
crowed. 75Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: “Before the cock crows, you will  
deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.  
 

1When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred together 
against Jesus in order to bring about his death. 2They bound him, led him away, and handed 
him over to Pilate the  governor. 
 

3When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented and brought back  
the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. 4He said, “I have sinned by  
betraying innocent blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.” 5Throwing  
down the   pieces of silver in the temple, he departed; and he went and hanged himself. 6But  
the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, 
since they are blood money.” 7After conferring together, they used them to buy the potter’s  
field as a place to bury foreigners. 8For this reason that field has been called the Field of  
Blood to this day. 9Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah,  
“And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of the one on whom a price had been set,  
on whom some of the people of Israel had set a price, 10and they gave them for the potter’s 
field, as the Lord commanded me.” 
 
Continued 
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11Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of  
the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 12But when he was accused by the chief priests and  
elders, he did not answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations 
they make against you?” 14But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that  
the governor was greatly amazed. 
 

15Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd,  
anyone whom they wanted. 16At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus  
Barabbas. 17So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to  
release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18For he realized  
that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. 19While he was sitting on the 
 judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for  
today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.” 20Now the chief priests  
and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 21The  
governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And  
they said, “Barabbas.” 22Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is  
called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” 23Then he asked, “Why, what  
evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 
 

24So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he  
took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this  
man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be  
on us and on our children!” 26So he  released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus,  
he handed him over to be crucified.  
 

27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they  
gathered the whole cohort around him. 28They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on 
him, 29and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed  
in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”  
30They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31After mocking him,  
they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to  
crucify him. 
 

32As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this 
man to carry his cross. 33And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means  
Place of a Skull), 34they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he 
would not drink it. 35And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among  
themselves by casting lots; 36then they sat down there and kept watch over him.  37Over  
his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”  
 
Continued 
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38Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39Those who 
passed by derided him, shaking their heads 40and saying, “You who would destroy the  
temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from  
the cross.” 41In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were  
mocking him, saying, 42“He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel;  
let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. 43He trusts in God; let God 
deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’ ” 44The bandits who were  
crucified with him also taunted him in the same way.  
 

45From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 46And about 
three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?” 47When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This 
man is calling for Elijah.” 48At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine,  
put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. 49But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether  
Elijah will come to save him.” 50Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his 
last. 51At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth 
shook, and the rocks were split. 52The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the  
saints who had fallen asleep were raised. 53After his resurrection they came out of the tombs 
and entered the holy city and appeared to many. 54Now when the centurion and those with  
him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they  
were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 
 

55Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had followed Jesus from     
Galilee and had provided for him. 56Among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the  
mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.  
 

57When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also  
a disciple of Jesus. 58He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it  
to be given to him. 59So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth 60and laid it 
in his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door  
of the tomb and went away. 61Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite 
the tomb. 
 

62The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees  
gathered before Pilate 63and said, “Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was  
still alive, ‘After three days I will rise again. ’ 64Therefore command the tomb to be made  
secure until the third day; otherwise his   disciples may go and steal him away, and tell the  
people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and the last deception would be worse than  
the first.”   65Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as  
you can.” 66So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone.  
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The congregation stands, 
 

Hymn of the Day:  “There In God’s Garden”    #342, Page 11  
 
 
Nicene Creed 
 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 

Each portion of the prayers end with these or similar words 

 
Hear us O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew  
your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 

Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
Please greet those around you, offer a sign of peace to one another. 
 

We sit.  

 
 
Offering 
 
We offer our thanks to God for "ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of God's gracious  
love" by our offerings.  The offering plates will be passed by the ushers from the center aisle. 
 

(Please place visitor cards and communion cards in the offering plate) 

 
 
Anthem:  “Christ on Calvary” Williams/Tay 

Worship Choir 
 

Meal 
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We stand. 

 
Offertory Song 
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Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray. 
 
God of good gifts, 
receive these and all our offerings 
as we present them in faithful service 
for the sake of your gospel. 
Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal 
as you pour out your very presence 
through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
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Preface 
 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give  
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our  
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who  
in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with  
Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea  
and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we  
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.  You are most holy, and great is the majesty  
of your glory. 
 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may  
not perish but have eternal life.  We give thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us  
your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it  
and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for  
the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup  
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do  
this for the remembrance of me. 
 
For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until  
he comes. 
 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
Remembering therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his glorious 
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord 
God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise  
and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these  
your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be 
formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
 
To you, O God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now  
and forever. 
 
Amen 
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Lord's Prayer 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
Thanks be to God! 
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The Holy Communion 
 
 

The congregation may be seated.  
 

OUR LORD BIDS YOU WELCOME TO THIS HOLY MEAL! At the table of our Lord Jesus Christ, God   
nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the Gospel.  Here we receive Christ’s body  
and blood and God’s gifts of forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation to be received by faith for the  
strengthening of faith.  In this sacrament the crucified and risen Christ is present, giving his true body  
and blood as food and drink. This real presence is a mystery. Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation  
of the Lord — regardless of Church denomination — to those who are baptized. (Taken from the ELCA  
statement on worship. The Use and Means of Grace ©1997) 
 

Ushers will invite you to come down the center aisle.  Receive the bread from the pastor or assisting minister,  
then turn to the side you have sat on, and receive the wine/grape juice from the communion assistant at the  
altar rail.  Place your empty cup in the trays at the end of the railing, and return to your pew via the side aisle. 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
Amen. 
 
After all have returned to their places, the congregation stands.  

 
 
The Communion Blessing 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen 
 
 
Prayer After Communion 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Embodied God, 
at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 
and touch the world with your love. 
Amen. 
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Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament from this gathering to those who are absent.  

 

Gracious God, you took the form of a servant, offering yourself as food, comfort, and  
strength to a sick and hurting world. Anoint with a servant heart those who take your  
word and Sacrament to our sisters and brothers. Grant grace, mercy, healing, and hope  
to those who feast on your body and blood and receive your words of new life. May we  
all recognize that we have a place and a home in the body of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
  

 
Blessing 
 
God, the giver of love, 
☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
bless you in this Lenten journey. 
Amen. 
 
 
Sending Song: “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” #338, Page 21 
 
 
Dismissal 
 
Go in peace. Serve in love. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
Portions of this liturgy are from Sundays and Seasons. com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20403.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Sending 
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The Chancel Flowers today are given to  
the glory of our Lord and  

in memory of Tyrea H.  Reid  
by her grandchildren. 

Thanks to Our Worship Assistants Today 
 

 Altar Flowers:  Gail Johnson 
Altar Guild:  Jean Morgan 
Assisting Minister: Gloria Nelson 
Communion Assistants: Kathy Bump 
  Donna Gum 
Council Person of the Week: Robin Crowder 

Offering Steward: Pat Brady 
  Vivian Proctor 
Ushers:  Gail Johnson 
  Linda Meyer 

Next Sunday’s Schedule and Lessons 
 

April 9, 2023 
Easter Sunday 

8:30 a.m. Holy Communion 
9:45 a.m.  Easter Breakfast 
11:00 a.m. Holy Communion 

 

Pastor Paul Pingel 
Presiding and Preaching 

  

Acts 10:34-43 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

Colossians 3:1-4 
John 20:1-18 
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Prayer Request for Members (Remain on List for 4 weeks*) 

Bandy Family Sandy Johnson 
Eleanor Sampson 

 
 

 Prayer Request for Relatives/Friends (Remain on List for 4 weeks*) 
David Jones, Friend of Sandy & Gail Johnson and many others 

Taunya McDonald, Friend from Christ Tabernacle 
 
 

Joys and Celebrations (Remain on List for 4 weeks*) 
 
 

Ongoing Need for Prayer for Members (Please advise of status changes) 
Emily Almarode Liz Ann Binns Fred Brower 
Marge Cloutier Sandra Hoy Kathryn Johnson 
Phyllis Kite Bill Lucas Glenn Myers 
 
 

Ongoing Need for Prayer for Relatives/Friends (Please advise of status changes) 
Timothy Bradford, Friend from Christ Tabernacle 

Janice Collins, Friend of Grace 
Beth Hausrath Crickenberger, Friend to Many at Grace 

Nina Crowe, Mother of Cathy Crowder 
Natalie and Nicole Dodge, Friends of Ron and Sylvia Almarode 

Steven Eckstrom, Son of Jack and Antoinette Eckstrom 
Kyle Getler, Relative of Bill Meicke 

 
Continued 

Please print your new prayer concerns before worship on the sheet in  
the white notebook  located in the back of our Worship area. Please ask 
ushers if you need assistance. Names on the prayer list will remain on 
for four weeks, in an effort to make the prayer list current to the life of 
Grace congregation and the community and world around us.  If the need  
is longer term, please notify the church office, and the person in need will 
be transferred to the "Ongoing Need for Prayer" list. 
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Ongoing Need for Prayer for Relatives/Friends (Please advise of status changes) 
Darren Graf, Son of Woody and Irma Graf 

Regan Grant, Friend of Richard and Kathy Bump 
Kathy Hale, Friend of Charlie and Betty Karol Wilson 
Sandy Higgs, Friend of David and Nancy Schwiesow 

Rosalind Holt, Friend of Gail Johnson 
Joshua Horn, Friend of Mike and Cindy Trauscht 
Bruce Joleaud, Brother-in-Law of Mike Trauscht 
David Jones, Friend of Gail and Sandy Johnson 

Jen Kearney, Friend to Many at Grace 
Billy Mason, Family of the Carpers 
Dot Metz, Sister of Marge Cloutier 

Barbie Ostrander, Friend to Many at Grace 
Steve Rolland, Father of Kathy Meicke 

Ken & Letty Rosen, Friends of David and Nancy Schwiesow 
Judy Simpson, Sister of Sharon Lynch 

Arta Smith, Friend of the Bumps 
Sue Smoot, Friend of the Radeckes 

Larry Spoon, Husband of Bonnie Spoon, Friend of Many 
Kay Truslow, Friend of Mike and Cindy Trauscht 

Toretta Wyatt, Friend from Christ Tabernacle 
 
 

Members/Friends Grieving (Remain on List for 4 weeks*) 
Family of Deacon Linus Ellis 

Family of Ellen Moyer, Member of Grace 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving for Congregation Members Celebrating Birthdays 
Karen Walck (4/6) Quinn Franklin (4/7) 
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The Needs of the World 
 
Covid Illnesses Continuing (Including  
 many Grace members)  
 
Flooding in the American West; ongoing  
 climate change concerns  
 
Cyclone Freddy in Africa (visiting the  
 same area twice over, over 200 
 dead in Malawi, Mozambique)  
 
Many Instances of War and Conflict   
 around the World (Ukraine, Syria,  
 Myanmar, Ethiopia)  
 
The family of Irvo Otieno, and arrests  
 of deputies in Henrico County 
 
Tornado devastation in Mississippi and  
 Alabama; storms, flooding 
 
The families of those killed in the 
 Covenant School shooting, TN 

            The Church 
 
Grace’s Strategic Planning 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Neighbors 
 

Our Neighbors in the Kate Collins Area: 
 New homes, existing community  
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All God’s Children Discussion Group meets on the first and third Monday  
of every month at 7:00 p.m. in the Grace Conference Room.  We are  
finishing up our discussions on How the Word is Passed (last chapter and  
Epilogue) on April 3.  Future books to be discussed include Jesus and the  
Disinherited by Howard Thurman and Recitatif: A Story by Toni Morrison  
with the 2022 introduction by Zadie Smith. Other future discussions will  
consider Lily Pingel’s presentation from April 23 and Bryan Stevenson’s  
UVA talk from March 28.  If you are interested in joining the group, contact  
Rick Bump at rcbump0621@gmail.com to be added to our emailing list. 
 
Easter Breakfast—Grace will be hosting an Easter Breakfast April 9th,  
after the 8:30 service!  We will have such a joyous and exciting time of  
congregational fellowship celebrating the promises of our Lord.  Please  
sign up on the sheet in the Nave to join us for this wonderful celebration  
of fellowship and celebration! 
 
Adult Sunday School—There will be NO Adult Sunday School Palm  
Sunday, April 2, and Easter Sunday, April 9.  Classes will resume on  
Sunday, April 16. 
 
No First Sunday Fellowship in April—we will resume our First Sunday  
Fellowship in May, with this Sunday being the beginning of Holy Week.   
AND, come and enjoy Easter Breakfast next Sunday morning! 
 
Mission Endowment Proposals Invited!  Approximately $28,000 in funds  
can be used for YOUR proposals on how to distribute the funds locally,  
nationally, or internationally!  See the information sheets and proposal form  
in the back of the worship space, or call the  Church Office  for a copy.   
Proposals are due Sunday, April 16th! 
 
New Member Class at Grace!  Those who have been attending Grace and  
are not members are welcome to become a part of Grace!  We will begin a 
 new member class beginning the week of April 27th (tentatively looking at  
Thursday evenings, but open to what works best for all who take the class),  
with the hope of a Pentecost or Holy Trinity Sunday (5/28 or 6/4) New  
Member Sunday.  If you are interested please sign up on the Sign-Up  
Sheet in the narthex (back of the worship space). 

mailto:rcbump0621@gmail.com
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Hospitality and Grace—Are you interested in learning more about  
Christianity and hospitality?  Join us for a book/study group!  We will read  
Making Room: Recovering Hospitality as a Christian Tradition by Christine  
D. Pohl (9 chapters, 187 pages).  If interested, please contact Eric Hilker  
978-793-9845, Pastor Paul Pingel, 540-216-4454, or Susan Myers,  
434-760-1660. 
 
Hand Bell Choir—The choir is looking for ringers.  Anyone interested, get in 
touch with Sam Moyer, 540-471-1059 
 
We Need Your Help at Grace!  One of the blessings that God's Spirit gives  
us as a congregation is that we ALL have gifts, talent and time TO SHARE, 
which allows the ministry of Grace, and God's Mission for us, to continue.   
If you are not already actively assisting, please consider helping with the  
Altar Guild (contact Jean Morgan), Assisting Ministers (contact Donna Gum), 
Communion Assistants (contact Donna Gum), Offering Stewards (contact  
Pat Brady) and/or Ushers (contact Jack Eckstrom).  You may also contact  
the church office. 
 
Altar Flowers—Please consider signing up to provide Altar Flowers for  
Sunday services.  You can either sign up on flower chart in the Nave or  
call the church office. 
 
Reminder—Please have articles, etc. for GraceNo☩ es to the Church  
Office by the 20th of the month for next month’s publication.  If you need  
more time, please send Nancy a note and let her know when she will  
receive it.  In addition, please have announcements, etc. for Sunday  
bulletins to the Church Office by Wednesday morning.  Nancy’s email is:   
Grace.lc@comcast.net 
 
Columbarium—As you make your final plans, remember that Grace has a  
Columbarium on the North side of the building.  Each niche will hold two (2)  
of our brass urns, which are included in the cost of $2,250 per niche.  There  
are also Memorial Bricks available for the patio, which can be engraved with  
the name of a loved one who may be buried elsewhere.  For more  
information, contact Bradley Keefer at 540-942-4290 or the Church Office.   



28 

 

 
Caring for our Neighbors - This year, many Covid-era supports for the  
working poor are going away: SNAP (supplemental nutrition assistance  
program) benefits, as well as tax breaks for families with children, that will  
result in $thousands less money in families' pockets.  This great need will  
likely be reflected in our community in the weeks and months ahead.   
Grace is working with other congregations in Waynesboro to determine  
whether we can work TOGETHER to help address the needs of our  
community.  Please support our contributions to local Food Banks (see  
the announcement), and if you are interested, let Pastor know if you would  
like to attend future meetings with other congregations asking "how do we  
move forward?"  
 
 
Food Pantries - Thanks, and Continuing Need—Many thanks to  those  
who have donated Peanut Butter, Mac ‘n Cheese, Personal Hygiene items,  
and Dried Rice and Beans to our local food pantries.  We have made  
thirty-two deliveries thus far, fifteen to Main Street United Methodist, and  
seventeen to Calvary United Methodist, Stuarts Draft, with the donations  
gratefully received in the midst of great need. Overall, we have given well  
over 3,398 pounds of food! If you can help, please donate to our box set  
inside the office door for you to drop off. 
 
 
Covid Policy at Grace  

 Masking is optional during worship.  
 We will continue to post the CDC "risk" color (green [low], yellow [medium]  

or orange [high risk] in the narthex 
 There is a "social distance" section available in the front of the worship  

space 
 Holy Communion will continue to be offered by coming up front and  
 Masks and hand sanitizer continue to be available in the narthex. 
 

We continue to encourage: 

 Vaccination and keeping up-to-date with current shots 
 Staying home when not feeling well, especially with flu and other              

infections on the rise this time of year 
 Masking if you have not been vaccinated for Covid or Flu 
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Monday 
Jeremiah 16:(1-9), 10-21 
Romans 7:1-12 
John 6:1-15 
Morning Psalm 119:73-80, 145 Evening 121 
 
Tuesday  
Jeremiah 17:19-27 
Romans 7:13-25 
John 6:16-27 
Morning Psalm 34, Evening 25 
 
Wednesday 
Jeremiah 18:1-11 
Romans 8:1-11 
John 6:27-40 
Morning Psalm 5, Evening 27 

 Thursday 
 Jeremiah 22:13-23 
 Romans 8:12-27 
 John 6:41-51 
 Morning Psalm 27, Evening 126 
 
 Friday 
 Jeremiah 23:1-8 
 Romans 8:28-39 
 John 6:52-59 
 Morning Psalm 22, Evening105 
 
 Saturday 
 Jeremiah 23:9-15 
 Romans 9:1-18 
 John 6:60-71 

Morning Psalm 43, Evening 31 
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April 6—Maundy Thursday 
 

10:00 a.m. Chapel—Confession and Forgiveness/Holy Communion/ 
  Stripping of the Altar 
 

7:00 p.m.  Confession and Forgiveness/Foot Washing/Holy  
  Communion/Stripping of the Altar 

 
April 7—Good Friday 
 

7:00 p.m.  The Passion of Our Jesus Christ-Tenebrae 
 
April 8—Easter Vigil 
 

7:00 p.m.  Service of Light/Old Testament Salvation Readings/ 
  Affirmation of Baptism/Holy Communion 

 
April 9—Easter Sunday/Resurrection of Our Lord Worship 

 

8:30 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 

9:45 a.m.  Easter Breakfast 
 

11:00 a.m. Holy Communion 
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Life of Grace Church 
April 2-9, 2023 

DAY DATE TIME  MEETING  

TODAY—
SUNDAY 

04/02 

10:00 a.m.  
 
 
 

11:00 a.m. 

Palm Sunday 
Procession with Palms/Service of Holy Communion  

In Person and via You Tube 
Pastor Paul Pingel, Presiding and Preaching 

 

Confirmation Class 

Monday 04/03 7:00 p.m. All God's Children (Conference Room) 

Tuesday 04/04 9:30 a.m. Quilting (Fellowship Hall) 

Wednesday 04/05 

10:00 a.m. 
 

6:00 p.m. 
 

7:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 

Prayer Group (Chapel) 
 

Yoga (Seminar Room) 
 

Hand Bell Choir Practice 
Choir Practice 

Thursday 04/06 

8:30 a.m. 
 

10:00 a.m. 
 

12:30 p.m. 
 

7:00 p.m. 

Grace Walkers (Meet  in Parking Lot) 
 

Maundy Thursday Worship (Grace Chapel) 
 

Bridge Club (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Maundy Thursday Confession & Forgiveness/Foot 
Washing/Holy Communion/Stripping of the Altar 

Friday 04/07 7:00 p.m. 
Good Friday 

Passion of Our Jesus Christ  

Saturday 04/08 

11:00 a.m. 
 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Yoga (Seminar Room) 
 

Easter Vigil- Service of Light/Old Testament Salvation 
Readings/Affirmation of  Baptism 

Sunday 04/09 

8:30 a.m. 
 
 

9:45 a.m. 
 

11:00 a.m. 
 

Easter Sunday 
Service of Holy Communion In Person and via You Tube 

 

Easter Breakfast 
 

Service of Holy Communion In Person and via You Tube 
Pastor Paul Pingel, Presiding and Preaching 
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Members of Grace Congregational Council  
  

Robin Crowder, President (540-476-0180) 
Nancy Schwiesow, Vice-President (301-943-0888) 

Bob Barrette (434-760-4419) 
Fred Biggers (434-981-1954) 

Jack Eckstrom (240-344-3176) 
Jean Morgan (540-649-4422) 
Susan Myers (434-760-1660) 
Andrew Sell (612-695-8361) 

Stephen Van Stee (540-325-0772) 
Karen Walck (765-480-9920) 
Ron Almarode, Treasurer 
Vivian Proctor, Secretary 

Donna Marshall, Assistant Treasurer 
Charles Goodrich, Financial Secretary 

 
Rev. Paul Pingel, Pastor, Email:  pastorpingel@gmail.com 

 
Mike Myers, Organist, Director of Music,  

Email:  mickhdking@aol.com 
 

Nancy Dowdy, Administrative Secretary,  
Email:  Grace.lc@comcast.net 

 
Office Hours: 8:00—11:30 a.m. and 12:30—2:30 p.m.,  

Monday-Thursday  Closed Friday 
facebook.com/gelc.elca 

youtube.com/GraceEvangelicalLutheranChurchWaynesboro 
Internet:  www.gracewaynesboro.org  

Telephone:  540.949.6171  


